




Invite us to your 
choir rehearsal or to 
other meetings at 
your church so you 
can hear the gospel 
truth. 


Contact Frankie 
Lennon in the 
Health Education 
Department at the 
Minority AIDS Pro- 
ject. 213-936-4949. 


ISN’T IT ABOUT TIME YOUR 

ffijmr or (Ehurclj (Srnxtp 

GETS THE MESSAGE 
ABOUT HIV PREVENTION? 


WORD UP 


Comedy 
According to 
Cosby 

Dr. William H. Cosby, 

Jr. had a thing or two to 
say about the direction 
comedy is taking these 
days when he appeared on 
the Arsenio Hall Show 
Nov. 13. Talking about 
dirty language, the 
world’s most successful 
sitcom daddy said, “I’m 52 
and I’ve got to bring some 
kids up. It’s not too funny 
to me.” 

Then, after lauding (and 
placing in context) 

Richard Pryor and Lenny 
Bruce, Cos said that if 
new comics “draw laugh- 
ter because of race... you 
got one person laughing at 
another per son... and then 
they talk about somebody 
who is homosexual and do 
the jab and laugh... the 
guy is selling out or the 
woman is selling out all 
over the place. I’m not 
sure if they’re really 
aware of the fact that a 
great deal of that is anti- 
social behavior which is 
helping our nation not to 
come together, but to pull 
apart even further.” 

Father knows best. 

Sunday in the 
Park with Cops 

A friend tells this tale 
about his recent visit to 
L.A.’s Griffith Park. 

“I’ve gone to the park 
for almost 20 years, and 
though I’ve certainly 
heard about police harass- 
ment and vice cop entrap- 
ment, I never saw it until 
last week. I went to that 
very popular brush -cov- 
ered area at the top of the 
park. There are so many 
little trails and coves that 
one friend of mine refers 
to it as a rabbit warren. 

“I went to sit on a rock, 
to bask in the sun, to 
watch the road and to see 



Bill Cosby 


what interesting people 
might come my way. Two 
men showed up. One was 
a rather goodlooking black 
man. The other was 
heavyset and kind of ugly, 
wearing a too-tight T- 
shirt. Looked really weird. 
Don’t ask me why, but I 
never suspected they were 
cops, mainly because they 
looked so normal. The 
black man gave me a 
dead-on gaze, which I re- 
turned. But, and thank 
God for this, I didn’t make 
any gesture. I just looked 
at him looking at me. 

After a while, wondering 
what he wanted, I got off 
my rock and went down a 
trail to see if he would fol- 
low. He didn’t. 

“In the meantime anoth- 
er man showed up — tall, 
older (mid-40s maybe) 
than me, also in shorts. 


He was obviously interest- 
ed in the black man. I 
didn’t feel like playing 
games with the black guy 
any more, so I climbed 
back up on my lookout 
rock, even though the tub- 
by weirdo was standing 
there. I looked at him and 
smiled, but he refused to 
look at me. The black man 
continued his half-smiling 
gaze, but his hands re- 
mained at his sides. I 
wanted a signal before do- 
ing anything else. 

Finally the black man 
went deeper into the 
bushes and (I’m not abso- 
lutely sure, but it looked 
like he) rubbed his crotch 
while facing the older man 
in shorts. Tubby got off 
his rock and went down 
the trail after him. A few 
minutes later, I heard a 
voice, with a heavy Ger- 
man accent, say “But I did 
nothing! Nothing! This is 
my first time here!” There 
was a clicking sound, and 
I suddenly realized, with a 
sinking, horrible feeling, 
what was going on. Short- 
ly thereafter, they led the 
older man — apparently a 
German tourist — out of 
the park in handcuffs. 
Luckily he had another 
German friend with him, 
so someone would be able 


to bail him out of jail. 

“I was sitting there, 
alone, doing nothing, 
when those two creeps 
saw me from the road, 
and deliberately tried to 
set me up. If I had made 
one gesture — even if I had 
just brushed my crotch 
with my hand — they 
would have arrested me 
for lewd conduct! All of 
this stuff happened way 
off the road, deep inside 
the bushes, down trails 
that families and other 
“straight” Griffith Park 
attendees do not venture. 
Tax dollars go into this 
operation — dqllars that 
could be spent trying to 
stem the tide of drive-by 
shootings. A police heli- 
copter flew overhead when 
it was over out of which 
boomed, “Get out of 
there!” Why did I have to? 
There were no signs say- 
ing “No Trespassing.” I 
wasn’t breaking any 
laws — unless being a gay 
man trying to enjoy him- 
self in a public park is 
against the law. In the 
name of making the world 
a safer place in which to 
live, a ton of money was 
spent to arrest one poor 
German tourist who just 
wanted to play with his 
wing-wang in the bushes.” 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1989 

Before Stonewall , a film about the lesbian and gay movement 
before 1969. Among those featured are black lesbian author 
Audre Lorde and Native American activist Similie Hillaire. 
KQED. Ch.9. 11:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1989 

“MACTV” sponsored by Men of All Colors Tbgether/New 
York. Tapes of TV shows in which MACT members, friends 
and supporters have appeared. Included: James Toms, Mar- 
jorie Hill, Harold Robinson, Jeanne Wembley, James Credle, 
Charles Angel, Ron Reid, Eric Perez, Dennis Kerr, David 
Macedon, Phil Reed, Andy Humm, Gregoire Iferry, Jake 
Stevens and Averill Reed. Lesbian and Gay Community Ser- 
vices Center, 208 W. 13th St. (at 7th Ave.), New York, N.Y. 

8 p.m. 

“Acquired Visions: Seeing Ourselves Through AIDS,” a per- 
formance by Other Countries presented by the Studio Mus- 
eum in Harlem, 144 W. 125th St., New York, N.Y. 7:30 p.m. 
212-865-2420. 

“Are We Winning the Fight?” a discussion with a representa- 
tive of the Black Leadership Commission on AIDS. Sponsor- 
ed by Gay Men of African Descent. Lesbian and Gay Com- 
munity Services Center, 208 W. 13th St. (at 7th Ave.), New 
York, N.Y. 8 p.m. 212-620-7310. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1989 

Christmas party. Cottage, 5050 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 

9 p.m. 

“Racism, Homophobia, Loss and Love,” an evening of poetry, 
narrative and song sponsored by Men of All Colors Tbgether/ 
New York. Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center, 
208 W. 13th St. (at 7th Ave.), New York, N.Y. 8 p.m. $12.50. 
212-562-3131 or 212-245-6366. 



“Look, Mommy, Santa Claus has tits!” 


Chicago House Music Party sponsored by the Power Project. 
Music by Chicago DJ Michael Ezebukwu. California Club 
Nu-vo, 1755 Martin Luther King Blvd., Los Angeles. 9 p.m.- 
2 a.m. $10. 

SUNDAY, DECEM BER 3,1989 

Bowling at Starlanes sponsored by Black and White Men 
Together/Los Angeles. Call Diamond at 213-738-7394. 

Rap sponsored by Black Gay Men’s Rap Group. Topic: “Bi- 
sexuality.” Minority AIDS Project, 5149 W. Jefferson Blvd., 
Los Angeles. 3-5 p.m. Call L. Paul Davis at 213-274-3398. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1 989 

Variety Show sponsored by Barthelia and Bruce W. Johnson. 
Premiere evening of an event to be held every Monday. Hori- 
zon, 3416 W. Washington Blvd., Los Angeles. 9 p.m. 213-737- 
9678. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 19 89 ~~ 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Ibgether/Los Angeles. Minority AIDS 
Project, 5149 W. Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles. 7:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1989 

“Club Pumps” sponsored by First Class Productions. Ibny 
Powell, DJ. Premiere evening of an event to be held every 
Wednesday. Horizon, 3416 W. Washington Blvd., Los Ange- 
les. 9 p.m. 213-737-9678. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1989 

“It’s Not Always Carnival in Brazil,” a forum on Grupo Gay 
da Bahia, the sole affiliate chapter of Black and White Men 
Ibgether/Men of All Colors Together outside the United 
States. Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center, 208 W. 
13th St. (at 7th Ave.), New York, N.Y. 7:45 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9,1 9 8 9 

Third annual Holiday Party sponsored by The Experience. 
Food drive and benefit for Rue’s House. The home of Richard 
McCune, 2639 Medlow Ave., Los Angeles. 2-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion: Bag of groceries for Rue’s House and potluck dish for 
th e party, or groceries plus $2. 213-254-7 200. 

“Rhythm Nation, 1989,” a dance sponsored by Men of All 
Colors Together/New York. Cash bar. Snacks. 135 W. 14th 
St., 2nd FI., New York, N.Y. 8 p.m.-l a.m. $7 members, $10 
non-members. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 19 89 

“Hands Across West Hollywood.” The Minority AIDS Project 
is among the agencies this fundraiser will benefit. 1 p.m. $5. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 198 9 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Ibgether/Los Angeles. Gay & Lesbian 
Community Services Center, 1213 N. Highland Ave. #203, 
Los Angeles. 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 5, 1989 

Christmas party and benefit for the needy sponsored jointly 
by the Imperial Court of the South Bay and the Annex. Raf- 
fle and show. Annex, 835 S. La Brea Ave., Inglewood. 8 p.m. 
$3 or two canned food items. Call Dane at 213-671-7323. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1989 

“Holiday Lights,” a combination party celebrating various 
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traditions such as Kwaanza, Hanukkah and Christmas. Call 
Ram6n at 213-854-5761. 

Rap sponsored by Black Gay Men’s Rap Group. Minority 
AIDS Project, 5149 W. Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles. 3-5 p.m. 
Call L. Paul Davis at 213-274-3398. 

Tree trimming party. Unity Fellowship Church, 5149 W. Jef- 
ferson Blvd., Los Angeles. Follow ing morning service. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1989 

Christmas party. Potluck. Unity Fellowship Church, 5149 W. 
Jefferson Blvd., Los Ang eles. 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DEC EMBER 21, 1989 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Tbgether/Los Angeles. Catch One Dis- 
co, 4067 W. Pico Blvd., Roots Room, Los Angeles. 8 p.m. 213- 
666-5493. 

SATURDAY, DECEM BER 23, 1989 

Christmas caroling for the sick and shut-in sponsored by 
Unity Fellowship Church, 5149 W. Jefferson Blvd., Los An- 
geles. Carpooling to locations. 5 p.m. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1989 

Louis and Laverne’s Christmas Eve Show. Horizon, 3416 W. 
Washington Blvd., Los Angeles. 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1989 

Annual Kwanzaa ceremony jointly sponsored by several les- 
bian and gay organizations of color. Call for information 212- 
245-6366 or 212-222-9794. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1989 

“Salon” sponsored by Men of All Colors Tbgether/New York 
offering the following services: haircut, massage, facial, 
manicure, pedicure, hair braiding, foot massage or psychic 
reading. Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center, 208 
W. 13th St. (at 7th Ave.), New York, N.Y. Noon-7 p.m. $10 
half hour. $40 full package. 212-245-6366. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1989 

New Year’s Eve Watch Meeting. Unity Fellowship Church, 
5149 W. Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles. Prayer. Communion. 
10:30 p.m.-Midnight. 

Taco Fest sponsored by Black and White Men Tbgether/Los 
Angeles. Call Rene at 213-483-1108. 

Louis and Laverne’s New Year’s Eve Show. Horizon, 3416 W. 
Washington Blvd., Los Angeles. 9 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1989 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Tbgether/Los Angeles. Minority AIDS 
Project, 5149 W. Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles. 7:30 p.m. 

~ FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 1989 

Educational forum and consciousness raising session spon- 
sored by Men of All Colors Tbgether/New York taking the 
film, Stale Roles and Tight Buns as subject. Lesbian and 
Gay Community Services Center, 208 W. 13th St. (at 7th 
Ave.), New York, N.Y. 7:45 p.m. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 1989 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Tbgether/Los Angeles. Gay & Lesbian 
Community Services Center, 1213 N. Highland Ave. #203, 
Los Angeles. 7 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 1989 

Outing to see the TV show, 227, sponsored by Beyond the 
Bars, a social group for men and women. Fifty tickets are 


available. The show’s producers have promised to make a 
donation to the Minority AIDS Project if all seats are filled. 
Call Mike at 213-936-4949. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 1 989 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Tbgether/Los Angeles. Catch One Dis- 
co, 4067 W. Pico Blvd., Roots Room, Los Angeles. 8 p.m. 213- 
666-5493. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1989 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Tbgether/Los Angeles. Minority AIDS 
Project, 5149 W. Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles. 7:30 p.m. 

~~ MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1989 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Tbgether/Los Angeles. Gay & Lesbian 
Community Services Center, 1213 N. Highland Ave. #203, 
L os Angeles. 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1989 

“Hot, Horny & Healthy” Safe Sex Playshop sponsored by 
Black and White Men Tbgether/Los Angeles. Catch One Dis- 
co, 4067 W. Pico Blvd., Roots Room, Los Angeles. 8 p.m. 213- 
666-5493. 

__ FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 199 0 

Third Annual National Black Gay and Lesbian Conference 
and Health Institute sponsored by the Black Gay & Lesbian 
Leadership Forum in cooperation with the African American 
Lesbian and Gay Alliance. Hyatt Regency Atlanta, Atlanta, 
Georgia. February 16-19. For more information, call 213-666- 
5495 or write BGLLF, Box 29812, Los Angeles, Calif. 90027. 
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Mental health services 
Hospital visitation 
Support groups 
Crisis intervention 
Counseling 

In-service for mental health workers 
Peer counseling 
Couples and family counseling 

Referrals, to low-cost , AIDS-sensitive mental health professionals 
Chemical dependency and addictive behaviors counseling 
Buddy Program 
Emotional support 
Practical support 
Social support 
R. E. Greene Dental Clinic 
Quality dental care 
Referrals to AIDS-sensitive dentists 
In-service educational programs for dental workers 
Education and training 
Hotline 

Spanish-language Hotline 
Hearing-impaired Hotline 
Multi-language Communicator 
Training programs for emergency service worker's 
AIDS in the workplace presentations 
Home health cate training 
Speakers Bureau 
AIDS: A Self Cate Manual 
Community Education 
Professional Training 
Resource library 

Alternative Test Site Media Education Program 
Policy consultations 
Case management 
Insurance counseling 
Financial counseling 
Phone buddies 
Hospital liaisons 

Liaison and advocacy with social-service agencies 
Physician , nutrition and legal referrals 
Spiritual resources 
Medical transportation 
Home Health Program 
Residential care program 
Our House 

Necessities of Life Program 
Groceries and personal care items 
Community-based food drives 
Video-lending library 
Nutritional counseling 
Delivery to non-ambulatory clients 
Volunteer opportunities 
Legislative advocacy 
Publications 
Media Relations 



AIDS 


PROJECT 

LOS ANGELES 

Making a difference . . . together. 

APIA 6721 KOMAINE STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90038 (213)962-1600 
Southern California toll-free AIDS Hotlines: linglisb 800-922-AIDS, Spanish S00-222-SIDA, Hearing-impaired 800-553-AIDS 


Sgt. Perry Watkins 

“Little black nellie queen” takes on the United States Army 

—and wins 

By Gary Atkins 


A 

XJLt one point in the Broadway musical La Cage aux 
Folles, the lead character, a gay female impersonator, growls 
the theme of the show: “Life’s not worth a damn,” she sings, 
“till you can say, Tley world, I am what I am!’ ” The lyrics 
are just as apt for Perry Watkins, a Tacoma man who took 
on the Army, becoming in the process a kind of Rosa Parks 
for gay soldiers. 

As a tired Parks did by sitting down in a bus seat, Wat- 
kins just as honestly has tried to be who he is. As a result, he 


COVER STORY 


has pitted himself against a system designed to punish that 
honesty and has changed his life forever. He may even 
change the U.S. military forever. 

His story could be a comedy, with the military bureaucra- 
cy posing on the one side, and on the other a wry, slender 
soldier who delights in repeatedly referring to himself as a 
“little black nellie queen.” But foremost it is a struggle of a 
man out to right a wrong: The decision of the Army to accept 
his service for 15 years and then abruptly expel him based on 
information it knew all along. Judge Barbara Rothstein of 
the U.S. District Court in Seattle once wrote of Watkins, “If 
one case could establish not only the lack of wisdom, but the 
irrationality of the Army’s policy of categorically barring 
homosexuals from its ranks, this would be it.” 

It all started in August 1967. The Vietnam conflict was 
widening fast. American B-52s had been cleared to bomb 
within ten miles of the Chinese border, and Secretary of De- 
fense Robert McNamara was planning to build a fortified 
barrier between the two Vietnams to cork what had become 
a gush of men and material rushing endlessly southward. 

At 19, Perry Watkins seemed just another black teenager 
who happened to fit the Army’ s need. He had just graduated 
from Tacoma’s Lincoln High School, and had failed to secure 
what was then an American teenage male’s best insurance 
against an all-expenses-paid trip to Khesanh and Danang: a 
deferment to attend college. Instead, he went to live in 
Frankfurt, West Germany, with his stepfather, an Army 
staff sergeant. 

On Aug. 28, Watkins reported for his pre-induction phy- 
sical at a base dispensary. Handed a medical history form, he 
systematically checked “Yes” and “No” answers in 60 dif- 
ferent boxes: “No” to scarlet fever, “No” to severe tooth 
trouble, “Yes” to carsickness. The final few boxes contained 
the most interesting juxtaposition of what the Army consid- 
ered medical problems. Watkins marked “No” to bedwetting, 
“No” to nervous trouble, “No” to excessive drinking. And 
then he came to the box asking whether he had any homo- 
sexual tendencies. 

Watkins very carefully checked ‘Yes.” 

He was immediately ordered into an Army ambulance and 


taken to the base hospital to meet a psychiatrist, with a crisp 
note attached to his papers: “This 19-year-old inductee has 
had homosexual tendencies in the past. Referred for your 
evaluation and recommendation as to whether or not he is 
eligible for service in the U.S. Army.” Quite a few straight 
men had been claiming gay tendencies to avoid encountering 
the Viet Cong. But Watkins had more than a penciled check- 
mark on a government form to prove his identity. At 19, he 
was no sexual saint and he was neither ashamed of that fact 
nor interested in hiding it. 

In the interview, the psychiatrist asked whether he ob- 
jected to going to Vietnam. He honestly said no. The psychia- 
trist asked why he had checked ‘Yes” in the box about homo- 
sexual tendencies. Watkins remembers saying curtly, “Be- 
cause I am gay and I have no intention of changing.” The 
psychiatrist asked whether he ever dated women. Watkins 
thought, “Ah ha, of course I’m going to say yes. Everybody 
dates women, even if you just go out for lunch. Then he’s 
going to say I’m suitable for military service. And I was 

He came to the box 
asking whether he had any 
homosexual tendencies. 
Watkins very carefully checked 
‘ Yes/’ 


right.” The psychiatrist’s note said simply, “Patient can go 
into military service — qualified for induction.” 

Months passed. For a while Perry thought he would not 
be drafted. But in February 1968, TET, the Vietnamese lu- 
nar new year, arrived, and with it the offensive that Ameri- 
can commanders had thought impossible. Saigon, Hue, Da- 
nang, Pleiku, all were bloodied, overrun, by Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese regulars. The Army needed more soldiers, 
gay or not. On May 6, Perry Watkins reported for induction. 

W atkins lived his early years in Joplin, Mo., where 
his father had left him and his sister to be raised by his 
mother, grandmother, and two aunts. Physically short, with 
what he now calls “saucerlike brown eyes” and long brown 
eyelashes, he was more inclined to theater and dancing than 
to sports that occupied other boys. At age 9, he heard one of 
his aunt’s friends say he would make a pretty girl; instead of 
responding with the usual “Ugh” that might be expected, 
Watkins says now that “I can remember looking up at them 
and saying, ‘Thank you.’ It just didn’t faze me. I just ac- 
cepted, well, OK, I’d make a pretty girl. I think that was my 


December 1989 BLK 7 



initial awareness that I was simply going to be me. I never 
had pressure to be anything other than myself. If I didn’t 
want to play football, I didn’t have to. [My family] didn’t 
mind the fact that I could beat any girl on my block at jacks 
and hopscotch and jump rope. I was never taught to feel less 
than adequate because I wasn’t so-called masculine. I didn’t 
fit those stereotypes, and I think I was very fortunate. When 
I did realize I was gay, it wasn’t a big shock to me. I didn’t 
have to feel like I can’t deal with this.” 

Watkins made that realization at age 13, and with it he 
began his sexual exploration. His first encounter occurred in 
the eighth grade with a boy from a nearby high school. “He 
told his friend and his friend spread it all over school by the 
next day.” In an unusual stand for a gay teenager, even by 
today’s standards, Watkins decided, “I don’t care if they 
know.” He believes his straightforwardness saved him from 
harassment. It would become his major method of coping 
with others’ attitudes toward his being gay, not only in high 
school but also in the Army. 

“If you’re not ashamed of who you are, they may try to 
harass you,” he says, “but they won’t for long. They eventual- 
ly come to a point where they have got to respect you at some 
level for being you.” By the time he graduated from Lincoln 
in 1966, most of his friends knew. One wrote in his senior 
yearbook, ‘Why don’t you give girls a chance?” 

He wanted to be a performer. He enjoyed drama and 
speech. (He still lightheartedly cultivates attention, some- 
times talking rapidly in monologues of run-on sentences.) 
During one interview, he spontaneously broke into song: 
“She bop she bop, my baby.” He worked on plays in high 
school, although he did not hold many roles. He laughs, 
“There just weren’t many parts for little black nellie queens.” 
He wanted to be a cheerleader. He eventually learned 
classical ballet and modern jazz dance well enough to teach 
classes in Germany. One senses that in this array of roles he 
has maintained one positive quality: stubborn honesty about 
who he is. Yet he also says, “I don’t step on people’s toes.” 
His honesty is more likely to be a defensive maneuver than 
an assault, a response to a direct question, not a first strike. 
For the past eight years of his fight with the Army, he has 
been more a man under siege than one who deliberately de- 
cided to lead a charge. 

He likes the comparison to Rosa Parks. “Someone asked 
her once in an interview, Why on earth did you take such a 
drastic stand against racism?’ The woman looked up and 
said, T wasn’t taking a stand. I got on the bus and I was 
tired. All I wanted to do was sit down.’ ” 

Of himself, he adds, “I wasn’t taking a stand against the 
Army. I was being honest, that’s all. But then, after 15 years, 
the Army decided it wanted to play games. Well, I don’t play 
those kinds of games real well.” 

pen homosexuality has long been a difficult issue for 
the U.S. military. During World War II, when the 1940 draft 
act forced the immediate registration of more than 16 million 
men, the military employed psychiatrists to interrogate po- 
tential inductees about their sexual desires. The doctors had 
little success in excluding gay people; one estimate is that 
five to ten gay people were admitted for each one excluded. 
Military studies in the 1940s and 1950s confirmed that les- 
bians and gay men served just as effectively as non-gays. 
The reports recommended that gay people be admitted to the 
military on a case-by-case basis rather than excluded en- 
tirely, but these findings were consistently ignored and often 
buried as classified information. 

During the Vietnam War, the military tried to offset the 
sudden popularity of checking the “tendencies” question by 
demanding medical proof and explicit details of gay sex. A 



Sgt. Perry Watkins 


statement of “tendencies” was not enough. Watkins tried to 
meet the requirement. In the fall of 1968, just a few months 
after he was drafted, five soldiers wanting sex attacked him 
in his barracks at Fort Bel voir, Va. Watkins demanded a re- 
lease. His commanding officer told him he would have to 
complain to the Army’s Criminal Investigation Division 
(CID) and prove that he was gay. The transcript of that in- 
vestigation is revealing for what it says both about Watkins’s 
honesty and about the Army’s willingness to dig behind its 
own expedient beliefs when it needed bodies. In the tran- 
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script, Watkins detailed sexual acts with men in Tacoma and 
in the Army, naming several in his own barracks. The inves- 
tigator accepted the others’ denials and stopped the investi- 
gation. The report concluded that "there is insufficient evi- 
dence to prove or disprove that Watkins committed acts of 
sodomy.” 

Captured unwillingly, Watkins had to decide how to sur- 
vive. 


I quit relying on the system to deal with something the 
system refused to deal with. I’d simply go in and tell people, 
I m gay. You leave me the hell alone. You mess with me and 
I’ll beat the shit out of you. I may not be able to do it while 
you’re awake, but you’ve got to go to sleep sometime.’ * It 
worked. “People didn’t bother me. They would sit and talk 
with me, we’d have intelligent conversations, but nobody 
played the game [of] We’re going to beat up the little fag- 
got.’ ” 


He was never sent to Vietnam. Watkins completed his 
two-year tour of duty in 1970 with an honorable discharge. 

^ ^ the fall of 1971, Army Times, a tabloid covering mili- 
tary affairs, published three photographs of “Simone Monet,” 
a showy, African-American female impersonator who lent 
her talents to the Army’s recreational program in West Ger- 
many. Adorned in sequined gowns and sparkling shoes, 
equipped with 7-foot feather boas, Simone specialized in acts 
that combined modern jazz and classical ballet dance steps 
with lip-synched versions of Tina Turner, Diana Ross, and 
Eartha Kitt. She stripped, she mimed, she told bawdy jokes. 
She danced at the 56th Brigade’s Organization Day and, a 
year after the Army Times coverage, she represented the 
U.S. Army at th e Volks Festival in Berlin. Competing 

“I wasn't taking a stand 

against the Army. I was 
being honest, that's all." 


against a dozen women, Simone won the festival beauty 
pageant with her saucer eyes. She had to give up the title, 
but she got to keep the prizes. 

One of the three Army Times photos showed Simone in 
her other persona: Perry Watkins in Army uniform. 

By then, Watkins actually enjoyed being in the Army, so 
long as the Army knew very clearly that he was not ashamed 
of being gay and did not intend to hide it. And that seemed 
a settled matter. After several months back in Tacoma, he 
re-enlisted in 1971 without difficulty. With the knowledge 
and encouragement of his commanders, Watkins began ap- 
plying his talents in performing to become an Army drag- 
queen star. 

Once, he relates, as Simone hurried in costume from her 
barracks, startled MPs grabbed her for questioning, only to 
find themselves excoriated by a member of the judge advo- 
cate general’s office, who instructed them to leave her alone. 
They did. Another time, when Watkins’s commanding officer 
led an inspection through the barracks, the inspector popped 
open Watkins s civilian-clothes locker and stared into an ar- 
rangement of bras, panties, and gowns. Watkins remembers 
the CO calmly explaining that Watkins performed as a fe- 
male impersonator. 

In 1974, when Watkins re-enlisted yet again, this time for 
a six-year tour, the Army dispatched him to Korea, where 
one of the first questions he remembers fielding from his new 
commanders was how soon Simone’s gowns would arrive so 
she could perform. “For me,” he says, drag “was just another 
dimension of entertaining”— and of blending Watkins the gay 


performer with Watkins the gay soldier. 

In his military work, he became a model soldier. He 
served usually in clerical positions, eventually becoming a 
personnel clerk who had to understand the intricate details 
of the Army’s myriad regulations. His annual evaluation al- 
ways rated his work outstanding. His commanding officers 
often called him their best clerk. 

Still, his honesty shadowed him. In January 1972, the 
Army denied him a security clearance because he was gay. 
Two months later, an agent from the CID questioned him 
again. In a move that would later have significant impact, 
his company commander in Korea convened an official 
“Chapter 13 proceeding” to determine whether Watkins 
should be expelled (rules governing discharges on grounds of 
homosexuality were then contained in Chapter 13 of Army 
regulations). Having convened the board, the commander 
testified that Watkins was “the best clerk I have ever known” 
and said he had done a “fantastic” job. The board ruled un- 
animously that Watkins should be retained despite his being 
gay. 

Officially, that should have settled the matter. The regu- 
lations said so. 

Re-stationed in Texas and then again in Germany, Wat- 
kins eventually got his security clearance so he could process 
classified materials. In March 1979, another investigator ar- 
rived and started the usual interrogation: Are you homosex- 
ual? Have you ever been investigated? Have you seen a psy- 
chiatrist? All of the answers were already in Watkins’s file, 
but he dutifully answered honestly again. Then the investi- 
gator added a peculiar new question: Are you a female im- 
personator? Watkins responded truthfully, explaining that 
his performances had been approved by his commanders. In 
October 1979, he re-enlisted again, this time for three years. 

He had no idea how quickly the Army was about to turn 
against him. 

In 1980, the siege began. The disquiet that would eventu- 
ally alter Watkins s steady, if occasionally challenged, mili- 
tary career started in the Air Force. The fly-boys had pushed 
headlong into an embarrassing court defeat by discharging 
one of their most outstanding air men, a gay tech sergeant 
named Leonard Matlovich who had collected a Bronze Star, 
two Air Force commendation medals, a meritorious service 
medal, and a Purple Heart, the last for wounds suffered in a 
mine exposition in Vietnam. The Air Force booted him for 
k^ng gay despite regulations that allowed exceptions to be 
made for outstanding individuals. Incredulously, a federal 
appeals court demanded to know exactly what else Matlovich 
would have had to had done to win an exception for being 
“outstanding.” 

Td explain that would have forced the Air Force to con- 
cede that some gay people did perform outstandingly, thus 
riddling the carefully nurtured notion that lesbians and gay 
men were incompatible with military service. The Air Force 
settled out of court and each military branch hustled to 
change its regulations. 

The exception clause had to be dropped. All lesbians and 
gay men would be discharged. A Department of Defense 
(DOD) directive stated that “persons who, by their state- 
ments, demonstrate a propensity to engage in homosexual 
conduct, seriously impair the military mission.” Such mili- 
tary personnel, the directive said, would adversely affect dis- 
cipline, order and morale, as well as pose problem s.wherever 
privacy was minimal. The directive also noted that gay peo- 
ple might constitute security threats because they could be 
blackmailed. 

The new regulation was more sweeping and one-sided 
than the only law Congress had passed regarding lesbians, 
gay men and the military: a criminal prohibition against 
consensual oral or anal intercourse, whether homosexual or 
heterosexual, whether married or not. The new regulation 
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overlooked illegal heterosexual acts, which presumably occur 
rather regularly, but ordered the exclusion of anyone who 
even “desires” to engage in homosexual conduct. Then it ex- 
pansively included on not only oral and anal intercourse in 
its definition of homosexual conduct, but “any bodily contact 
. . .between members of the same sex for the purpose of satis- 
fying sexual desires.” Even lesbians and gay men who might 
agree to remain celibate for the duration of their military 
careers were excluded because the military argues that the 
act of coming out fulfills the definition of “desire.” 

The federal 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco 
upheld the regulation in 1980. The Pentagon began its en- 
forcement. 

Watkins lost his security clearance first. The initial notice 
of revocation cited Watkins's admission of homosexuality to 
the security investigator who had questioned him in March 
1979. It said his admission indicated a “lack of judgment and 
discretion.” When he read the letter, Watkins wondered whe- 
ther he was supposed to show more “judgment” by lying. The 
letter continued, “These character deficiencies are incompati- 
ble with the criteria established as necessary for the posses- 
sion of a security clearance.” 

T 

hinking he faced routine harassment, Watkins duti- 
fully filed an appeal, pointing out that his sexual orientation 
was not exactly new information for the Army. “It would 
hardly make sense, what the man was talking about when 
he asked me how long I had been homosexual.” Watkins still 
had his local commander’s support— he was stationed at Fort 
Lewis in Tacoma by then — but this time he faced brass in the 
Pentagon who did not care about his ratings or his perform- 
ance. They cared only about the label he bore. The final re- 
vocation not only ignored Watkins’s responses, but cited dif- 
ferent reasons. It said that, among other things, the security 
clearance was being revoked because Watkins has “a history 
of performing as a female impersonator.” It did not acknowl- 
edge that Simone had performed with Army encouragement. 

No one risks a career and contests an employer lightly, 
especially if the “employer” is the U.S. Army. But by 1980, 

“I quit relying on the system 
to deal with something the 
system refused to deal with . 

I’d simply go in and tell 
people , ‘I’m gay. You leave 
me the hell alone. You mess 
with me and I’ll beat the 
shit out ofyou. ’ ” 

Watkins had invested 11 years in the military, and a counter 
thrust appeared not only appropriate, but demanded. He 
went to the American Civil Liberties Union in Seattle. A 
young attorney sitting on the ACLLPs legal committee, 
James Lobsenz had clerked while in law school for California 
Supreme Court Justice Matthew Ibbriner, at a time when 
both Ibbriner and the court were known for their active civil 
rights stances. Shortly after he had begun clerking, Lobsenz 
had come across an appeal filed with the court by telephone 
company employees who had been fired because they had 
publicly declared they were gay. They had no strong law on 
their side, but Lobsenz had urged Tobriner to consider the 


case. Ibbriner had surprised and impressed his young clerk 
by rising from his desk, pounding his fist into his left hand, 
and declaring, “By God, you’re right. We have to do some- 
thing about this! We have to take this case and we have to 
use this case to change the law!” 

Tie taught me” Lobsenz would say later [that] you don’t 
have to accept the present static condition of the law. You 
should be trying to change it to make it better all the time.” 
Ibgether, the two had found legal theories that produced one 
of the gay civil rights movement’s most outstanding court 
victories against employer discrimination in California. 

Watkins had found his first ally. When the two first met, 
Lobsenz told him, “If you propose to bring a lawsuit, you 
have to expect retaliation” The young attorney would take 
the case pro bono, working on his own time and in his own 
home. Watkins had had enough harassment. With Lo- 
besenz s help, he carefully decided to first file a tempered 
appeal to the Army. 

Watkins noted in his letter to Army personnel in early 
1981 that the Army had changed its reasons for revoking the 
security clearance and so had not allowed him a proper ap- 
peal . In the past,” he wrote, “the Army has actually encour- 
aged me to fulfill my responsibilities as a female imperson- 
ator ta entertain the troops... If this is an example of notori- 
ous oi* disgraceful conduct upon which the Army proposed to 
base a revocation of my security clearance, then why did the 
Army seek to publicize my conduct by spreading news of my 
performance to Army personnel around the globe? 

“I submit that I have been consistently penalized for my 
hom.stly. I have always admitted my homosexuality. I will 
always continue to admit my homosexuality in the future.” 

The Army never answered. Instead, it lost the letter. 

Three months later, Watkins sent another. The Army re- 
fused to process it. 

Instead, in the summer of 1981, it ordered a “Chapter 15 
hearing” named after the new collection of anti-gay rules. 
The Army had decided to banish Perry Watkins altogether. 
The next eight years were to darken into an ever deepening 
pit of legal warfare. Two forces would remain constant: the 
Pentagon’s compulsion to get rid of the ‘little black nellie 
queen” whatever the cost, and Watkins’s stubborn determi- 
nation to fight back. 

Watkins never intended to challenge the military’s entire 
tradition of excluding lesbians and gay men. “I’m not trying 
to be a hero” he explains. Simone was frank, but she did not 
plan to audition for a starring role in a passion play. Wat- 
kins says he would have willing folded his uniform alongside 
Simone’s gowns and left quietly if he felt he had been treated 
justly. The Army should have had enough of a backbone to 
stand up and say, We’re sorry, Sergeant Watkins, we made 
the error. We’ll go ahead and retire you,’ instead of waltzing 
into court and saying, Well gee, Your Honor, we don’t have 
any idea how the man managed to avoid the system and 
now, well, he’s done this and this, and we’ve got to throw 
him out.’ ” 

T 

hroughout the case, the Army has defended its deci- 
sion to expel Watkins by coldly repeating the reasons listed 
in the DOD directive: as a gay man, Watkins must constitute 
a threat to order, security, and morale. At the same time, the 
government’s attorneys have always conceded that Watkins 
the individual soldier performed superbly and caused no 
difficulties with fellow soldiers. They have argued, though, 
that his openness about being a gay man violated his oath as 
a serviceman to uphold the Army’s regulations. They have 
cited the statements he gave during that 1968 Fort Belvoir 
investigation as “proof* he has had sexual relations with 
other men— although at the time, of course, the same state- 
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ments failed to release him from the Army. 

“Congress, not the Army,” the government attorneys 
argued in one brief, “decreed that sodomy should be an act 
punishable as a crime under military law. Excluding those 
who admit an intention or desire to engage in conduct which 
Congress has made criminal in nature effectuates the policy 
of deterring homosexual activity set by Congress. In a memo 
attacking Lobsenz’s attempt to convince the court that Wat- 
kins had a First Amendment right to declare he is a gay 
man, the attorneys said, “Any First Amendment interest at- 
taching to the right to make statements admitting to homo- 
sexuality is outweighed by the Army’s interest in deterring 
homosexual conduct. Watkins admission, they said, is evi- 
dence that he has the intent or desire to engage in homosex- 
ual acts.” 

Watkins, the Army’s lawyers concluded, “has no property 
interest in continued military service. He serves only at the 
Army’s pleasure.” 

At first, Lobsenz tried to wage a limited response confined 
to narrow legal arguments. He asked Judge Rothstein to stop 
the Army’s Chapter 15 hearing on the basis of double jeo- 
pardy. The board that had convened in Korea in 1975 had 
already ruled on whether Watkins could be discharged be- 
cause of being gay; the new regulations prohibited repeated 
hearings on the same charges. When the Army claimed it 

With the knowledge and 
encouragement of his 
commanders, Watkins began 
applying his talents 
in performing to become an 
Army drag-queen star. 


had new charges to bring, Rothstein let the hearing proceed, 
but the only new charge turned out to be a year-old accusa- 
tion by a private that an African-American sergeant had 
made a sexual advance. The private could not identify the 
sergeant, and Watkins denied the allegation. After Lobsenz 
got an Army major to admit the accusation had been evalu- 
ated a year earlier and dropped for lack of support, the 
Chapter 15 board rejected the charge. 

Yet the board still obliged the Pentagon by recommending 
by a 2-1 margin that Watkins be discharged “because he has 
stated that he is a homosexual.” Those statements, the board 
reasoned in a bit of Catch-22 logic, constituted “new” conduct 
since 1975, and under the new regulations a statement alone 
was enough to kick a soldier out. The major general assigned 
to review the discharge recommendation not only approved, 
but added his own finding that, “based upon a preponderance 
of the evidence” — evidence the board had just found inade- 
quate— “Staff Sergeant Perry Watkins has engaged in homo- 
sexual acts with other soldiers.” 

That was just too brazen for Rothstein. In May 1982 she 
angrily declared the discharge invalid and forced the Army 
to reinstate Watkins. It complied, but pulled his name from 
the promotion eligibility list, crossed him off the roster for a 
Good Conduct Medal, and delayed in paying him until Lob- 
senz asked for a contempt citation. The military’s attorney 
also defiantly declared that even with the court forced 
reinstatement, the Army would refuse to re-enlist Watkins 
when his tour of duty ended four months later. In June 1982, 
Watkins asked to look at his re-enlistment data card and 
found that a previous notation of eligible had been changed 
to “ineligible” He doggedly filed for a new tour anyway, then 


went off to an Army personnel training school where he 
logged an almost perfect score of 92.6 percent. True to its 
attorney’s word, the Army refused his re-enlistment. 

Again Rothstein intervened, ordering the Army to process 
Watkins’s re-enlistment just as it always had — without re- 
gard to his sexual orientation. Ostensibly to comply, the 
Army convened another hearing at Fort Lewis. Watkins ar- 
rived to a barrage of questions targeted at his homosexual- 
ity. Lobsenz angnly told him to refuse to answer. Rothstein, 
her frustration with the Army showing even in her written 
opinion, berated its “flagrant disregard” for the court’s 
instructions, then commanded Watkins’s re-enlistment her- 
self. She avoided any of the constitutional questions about 
gay civil rights and based her decision on a narrow legal 
theory of “equitable estoppel.” Essentially, she said, a 
contract existed. Since Watkins had been honest all along, 
the government had allowed him to believe his sexual orien- 
tation would not prevent him from completing a military 
career. To now change the rules of the game, a few years 
before he would be eligible to retire, was unfair. It was 
exactly the parry Watkins and Lobsenz wanted to win: a 
small step that would protect Watkins, not a cannon blast in 
favor of all gay soldiers. The government attorneys con- 
tended that even though officers in the past had known of 
Watkins’s conduct, their violations of regulations could not 
be considered a promise on the part of the Army to let Wat- 
kins finish his career. 

Watkins became a soldier again while the Army peti- 
tioned the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. His evaluations grew 
colder, at least initially. His raters acknowledged that he 
was “technically proficient,” but for the first time they began 
deferentially adding that, because he was gay, he should not 
be promoted. By the end of his first year back, though, the 
raters had warmed again to Watkins the individual, rather 
than Watkins the “Chapter 15.” In November 1983, he 
earned ^123.5 out of a possible 125 points, and one rater 
wrote, “Sergeant Watkins is without exception one 3 f the 
finest Personnel Action Center supervisors I have en- 
countered. He requires no supervision, and with his ‘can do’ 
attitude always exceeds the requirements and demands 
placed on him.” Another rater, a major, commented, “Ser- 
geant Watkins’s positive influence has been felt throughout 
the battalion... [His] potential is unlimited.” 

The Pentagon didn’t care. In December of that year, a 
three-judge appeals panel unanimously overturned Roth- 
stein s order, reasoning that equitable estoppel laws could 
not be used to sue the military for a violation of its own re- 
gulations unless the regulations themselves violated the 
Constitution. One of the three judges was William A. Norris, 
a Carter appointee who agreed with the other judges on the 
equity point, but fervently chastised the Army. Norris called 
the military’s policy “regressive” and said it demonstrated “a 
callous disregard for the progress American law and society 
have made toward acknowl edging that an individual’s choice 
of lifestyle is not the concern of government, but a fu ndamen- 
tal aspect of personal liberty.” 

Watkins was shocked and depressed. 

The judges, particularly Norris, all had seemed to agree 
that he had been foully mistreated, but then they had ruled 
for the Army. What kind of justice was that, he w ondered. 
Something strange was going on at the 9th Circuit that Wat- 
kins and Lobsenz did not understand. Their narrow argu- 
ment was rejected, but Norris at least seemed to want a 
wholesale sacking of Chapter 15. Instructed to consider 
whether the regulations actually violated the Constitution, 
Rothstein reluctantly concluded that she could no longer aid 
Watkins, but not without noting her “abiding conviction that 
[Watkins] has suffered a grievous wrong for wfrch there 
simply is no remedy at this juncture.” The Army discharged 
Watkins in May 1984, about 16 years after he first entered. 
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It was the beginning of the bleakest days for Watkins. 
Simones’ gowns went in a closet along with his uniform. 

He trudged to employment offices in Tacoma and faced the 
repeated question of why he had left the Army when he had 
been so close to retirement. He told his story as he always 
had— honestly. But, he says, Even if they accept that you’re 
gay and they don’t discriminate against you for that reason, 
they ask you the one question that lets you know you re 
never going to be called back: What did you do after 15 years 
that made the Army put you out? 

“And I did nothing. It’s not like the Army caught me in 
bed with 20 people, or even one. Any employer’s going to 
think I’m lying; obviously, I did something.” 

He got a few jobs here and there— working for an airline, 
selling fire alarms— but they usually did not pay the rent. 
With a college degree in business that he had finished in the 
military and with 15 years of personnel experience, he had 
to accept jobs that paid little more than the minimum wage,, 
"which is great,” he says, “if you’re just out of high school. 

He was forced to sell a house he had bought in Tacoma. He 
filed bankruptcy. 

The Army had won by steadily raising the stakes. Wat- 
kins could continue to fight only if he wanted to become the 
standard-bearer for a much more difficult struggle: constitu- 
tionally challenging the military’s discrimination against all 
gay and lesbian soldiers. The starring role in what looked 
like a hopelessly quixotic script was at hand. 

He stubbornly told Lobsenz to file another appeal in June 
1985. 

T 

1 he weather in February 1988, the 20th anniversary of 
the TET offensive, was seasonably warm in San Francisco 
and in the offices of the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals there. 
Hundred-year-old temperature records were falling all over 
northern California and thousands of people were on the 
beaches, deciding it was already summer. On Wednesday, 
Feb. 10, the clerks at the court office prepared to release the 
latest in the series of opinions entitled Sergeant Perry Wat- 
kins v. U.S. Army. 

An appeals court is not like a trial court that bustles with 
the raw emotions of victims and law breakers. The attorneys 
and judges work mostly through paper. The countless memos 
have a way of vanishing into the silence of the long, empty 
corridors of the Circuit’s courthouse. 

Twice during those interminable months while Watkins 
waited, there had been a memo from the panel of three 
judges assigned to the case. One, in June 1986, had ordered 
the attorneys to discuss what impact a new Supreme Court 
decision, Bowers v. Hardwick, had on Watkins’s arguments 
for a constitutional right to privacy that would stop the mi- 
litary's probes into the consensual sex lives of its personnel. 
The 1986 case upheld Georgia’s right to send police into bed- 
rooms to arrest gay people for private, consensual sex be- 
tween adults, saying the constitutional “right to privacy” did 
not extend to lesbians and gay men. Lobsenz had replied 
with his shortest brief, a statement that although he and the 
9th Circuit might disagree with the Hardwick outcome, it 
had put a definite end to Watkins’s privacy argument. 

Silence descended again for nine months; then in March 
1987, an intriguing memo arrived only a month before oral 
arguments were scheduled. Watkins and Lobsenz had con- 
tinued to argue the narrowest contractual and constitutional 
grounds they could, even on the second appeal. But the panel 
wanted a thorough constitutional argument from each at- 
torney about whether lesbians and gay men could be consid- 
ered a “suspect class,” a legal category created by the Su- 
preme Court to guide the review of laws and government ac- 
tions that might discriminate unfairly against entire classes 


of people. Several factors define the category: Whether a 
group has suffered a history of discrimination, whether the 
discrimination could be considered grossly unfair, whether 
the group has certain unchangeable characteristics, and 
whether it has little hope of obtaining protection from pop- 
ularly elected legislatures. Racial minorities, for example, 
are considered a “suspect class,” so that government actions 
discriminating against such groups are supposed to get in- 
tense “strict scrutiny” by the courts. The two-page order was 
exceptionally detailed, a road map that told Watkins to make 
his most legally earth-shattering argument. 

The order had been signed by William A. Norris. 

On Feb. 10, Watkins was unemployed. He had gone to 
help his parents, who owned a small grocery and delicates- 
sen in Tacoma. On his way home, he saw a friend from high 
school furiously waving and leaping. 

“I stood there and I thought, well, hmm, do I want to 
acknowledge a person who would jump up and down like 
that in the middle of the street? Well, of course I do, so I 
went, *Hi Jerry!’ The light changes and Jerry runs across 
the street, runs right up to me and goes, ‘Congratulations! 
For what? “You won!’ I won what? I won the Lotto? He says, 
Tour case!’ And I said, “Oh,’ quietly. I thought, well, they’ve 
given me this narrow ruling that says you Kept him in there 
for 15 years, you’ve got to retire him, and it doesn’t affect 


It was the first time a 
federal appeals court had 
found such sweeping 
constitutional protection for 
the civil rights of gay and 
le sbian American vs. 

anyone else. So I’m not real, real concer ned. 

“Jerry looked at me. from my face, he knew I didn’t under- 
stand exactly what he was saying. He said, 'You don t seem 
to understand They declared the regulation unconstitution- 
al.’ ” Watkins sucked a deep breath. “Oh, no. You’re kidding 

me. Ooooh my God” . 

On a 2-1 vote, with Judge Norris ivriting the majority 
opinion, the pa nel had ruled that lesbians and gay men were 
a “suspect class” entitled to the same “equal protection 
against discrimination as racial minorities. It was the first 
time a federal appeals court had found such sweeping con- 
stitutional protection for the civil rights of gay and lesbian 
Americans. The Army regulations were unconstitutional. 
Watkins could not be barred from re-enlistment simply for 
being a gay man, and neither could any other soldier. With 
the “suspect class” designation, all government discrimina- 
tion against le sbians and gay men, not just the military s, 
could be questioned. The man who had been the stubborn, 
honest teenager from Tacoma was about to begin a national 
performance of his own story. He went home to TV crews and 
to phone calls from The New York Times. 

Early in February 1989, near the first anniversary of 
Norris’ decision, in one of the gay-owned restaurants on 
Capitol Hill, Watkins talked about his life now. He has 
savored his spectacular constitutional triumph, but the Army 
has not surrendered and is not likely to, short of a Supreme 
Court test. Those who lose a decision before a three-judge 
panel can request another hearing before a larger group of 
appellate judges; the Army had its hearing this past October 
when 11 judges of the 9th Circuit re-heard arguments. The 
Army contended in its request for this hearing that the Nor- 
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ris panel had “impermissibly accorded suspect status to a 
class that is largely defined by criminal behavior.” As had 
the Norris panel, the new judges, even some of the more con- 
servatives, professed incredulity that the Army would simply 
expel Watkins after having re-enlisted him for so many 
years. 

“I had hoped that by the time of this anniversary.” Wat- 
kins said, “I’d have the second decision.” But there’s been no 
word. 

Watkins has started a new job, ironically as a personnel 
clerk for the federal government again, but in a civilian 
agency. Like many of the entry-level jobs he has found, the 
work pays only about $6 an hour. He also flew east for a 
taping of the Sally Jessy Raphael Show, another in a series 
of national and local TV appearances that have included an 
interview with Geraldo Rivera and a feature on 60 Minutes . 
While Lobsenz continued to maneuver among the legal ram- 
parts, Watkins took his treatment to the stage of public 
opinion, at least as well as he was able to and still meet his 
rent. Newspapers across the country editorialized in support; 
even conservative columnist James Kilpatrick chastised the 
Army’s treatment of him. Gay groups invited him to speak or 
to be grand marshal for their pride parades last June, but 
did not divert any money into actually assisting him with 
day-to-day expenses. Fame, even on the national stage, pro- 
vides only occasional free airplane tickets. It does not pay 
for utilities or groceries. At times, Watkins fell as much as 
$3,000 behind in meeting his regular bills. Yet he fought on. 

“Fear is what motivates a person,” he says. “Being brave 
has nothing to do with it. I’m scared, I hate the idea of going 
before the Supreme Court, but I’m going to do it if I have to. 
I sure am. I hate the fact of being black and gay in America 
and going into a justice system that obviously does not sup- 
port you, but I’m going to do it. I don’t have any choice. If I 
want to eat tomorrow, I’ve got to. It’s scary, it’s real scary. 
I’m certainly not doing this just to get attention, because, 
Lord knows, there’s a lot of ways I can get attention without 
throwing all my possessions away. 

“It doesn’t matter why you’re being discriminated against. 
It still stinks. Whether it’s because you’re black, whether it’s 
because you’re gay, whether it’s because you’re handicapped 
or a women — it doesn’t matter why the discrimination is 
there and it should not be allowed.” 

On May 3 of this year, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
reached a decision. Its 7-4 decision gave Watkins a victory on 
the narrow contract (estoppel) grounds he and Lobsenz had 
been seeking. It side-stepped the constitutional issue of 
whether the military must admit lesbians and gay men on an 
equal par with non-gays. In the majority decision, Judge 
Harry Pregerson wrote, “This is a case where equity cries out 
and demands that the Army be stopped from refusing to re- 
enlist Watkins on the basis of his homosexuality.” 

It is not clear whether the Army will appeal the ruling to 
the Supreme Court. 

Watkins reflected that great legal and social challenges 
can be levied in completely unintended ways. Every actor 
who has participated in his saga has read from an individual 
script — the military’s determination to exclude lesbians and 
gay men whatever the reality of their service, Norris’ inten- 
tion to alter a prejudiced policy, Simone’s insistent honesty. 
Watkins’s script now is written by his hope for personal jus- 
tice: to be accepted by the Army as the person he always 
truthfully admitted he was. 

“If you don’t fight,” he said, “you’re never going to win. If 
you don’t question, you’re never going to make changes. They 
said they wanted me, so I went in and soldiered. 

“I did the best I could.” 

A version of this article originally appeared in the Seattle 
Weekly. 
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Mabel Hampton 

Black lesbian octogenarian activist, 
co-founder of Lesbian Herstory Archives, dies at 87. 

By Mark Haile 



Mabel Hampton at National Gay and Lesbian March 
on Washington in 1979. Photo by Joan Nestle. 


M abel Hampton was a proud African-American les- 
bian for all of her 87 years. Proud of herself. And proud of 
her people. For those who think activism is a job for the 
young, Mabel Hampton proved age is no barrier to being in- 
volved, and no excuse to stay home. With her death last Oct. 
26, she further proved that her example of life-long activism 
transcends mortality. Her legacy of the last half century has 
established Mabel Hampton as a role model for communities 
of color for generations to come. 

Mabel Hampton was born in Winston-Salem, N.C., May 


2, 1902, moving to New York City’s Greenwich Village at the 
age of seven. Over the next eight decades that New York was 
her home, she was always active, working as a child by sing- 
ing in the streets of the Village for pennies. She knew even 
then that she was destined to be a woman who loved women, 
recalling, ‘Well, I must have come out when I was eight 
years old. Tb tell the truth, I never was in, so I must have 
been out!” 

In her teens, Mabel Hampton performed in an all-wom- 
en’s dance troupe on Coney Island. Offstage, she supported 
herself as a domestic. During the Harlem Renaissance, Ma- 
bel Hampton was among the celebrated young performers 
that made Harlem the gathering spot of African-American 
intellectuals and artists. In the thirties and forties, Mabel 
Hampton appeared in several productions at the Lafayette 
Theater in New York, and was a dancer at the Garden of Joy 
in Harlem. 

In 1937, Mabel Hampton met her life partner, Lillian Fos- 
ter. Fixtures on 169th St. in the Bronx, the two women were 
lovers for some 40 years until Foster’s death in 1978, almost 
as long as Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Tbklas. 

After the Stonewall Riots of 1969, Mabel Hampton 
marched in the New York Lesbian and Gay Pride Parade 
every June. In 1979, she went to the nation’s capital for the 
first National Gay and Lesbian March on Washington. 

In 1974, Mabel Hampton joined with Joan Nestle, Judith 
Schwartz and Deborah Edel to become the founders of the 
Lesbian Herstory Archives. Originally located in Brooklyn, 
but now in Manhattan, it is the world’s largest archive and 
educational center for lesbian culture. Mabel Hampton’s gift 
of her lifetime accumulation of papers, artifacts and memo- 



Mabel Hampton in 1984 wearing her Eastern Star out- 
fit, standing in front of a poster of Lillian Foster, her 
lover of some 40 years. Photo by Morgan Gwenwald. 
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Mabel Hampton in the 1930s. Photo courtesy of the Les- 
bian Her story Archives . 


rabilia comprise one of the largest private collections ever 
donated to a gay and lesbian academic group. 

Mabel Hampton, with her penchant for Southern sayings 
and her memories of lesbian and gay life, was featured in 
two classic documentary films, Silent Pioneers and Before 
Stonewall , which trace the development of culture and com- 
munity among lesbians and gay men prior to the momentous 
events of 1969. 

Though short in stature and soft-spoken, Mabel Hampton 
was considered an inspiration to feminists and civil rights 
activists nationwide. Her involvement with Seniors Active in 
a Gay Environment (SAGE), proved there is no age limit for 
activism in the lesbian and gay community, forever bridging 
generations. 


A 

XJLfter 


er her death, attributed to pneumonia, Mabel Hamp- 
ton’s funeral was held Oct. 31 at St. Augustine’s Church in 
the Bronx, followed by a celebration of her life Nov. 16 at 
New York s Lesbian and Gay Community Center. Both were 
attended by hundreds whose lives were touched by the quiet 
woman of integrity with the Southern accent. 


“Mabel was one fine woman,” said Judith Schwartz, her 
comrade at the Lesbian Herstory Archives. Joan Nestle said, 
“Mabel loved life so much that her passions will be our life- 
long memories.” 


The New York Times reported that Mabel Hampton had 


no immediate survivors, a remark refuted by hundreds in the 
lesbian and gay community who felt as though they had lost 
a member of their own family. It is a tribute befitting Mabel 
Hampton as she had spent her life cultivating a sense of 
family among the communities in which she was involved. 

Mabel Hampton herself said in 1984, “I would like all my 
people to be free in this country and all over the world — my 

“Well, I must have come 
out when I was eight 
years old. To tell the 
truth, I never was in, 
so 7 must_ have been out!” 

gay people and my black people. Places like Lesbian Her- 
story Archives and SAGE help gay people know that they are 
full citizens of this city and the world.” 

Donations in the memory of Mabel Hampton may be 
directed to the Lesbian Herstory Educational Foundation, 
Inc., Box 1258, New York, N.Y. 10016, and to Seniors Active 
in a Gay Environment, 208 W. 13th St., New York, N.Y. 



Mabel Hampton at the Lesbian Herstory Archives in 
1981. Photo by Paula Grant. 
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BLK COMMUNITY NEWS 


Keith St. John Becomes First Openly Gay Black 
Man to Win Elective Office in the United States 


ALBANY, N.Y. — When Keith St. John trounced two op- 
ponents to gain the job of alderman in Albany’s 2nd Ward, 
the relatively minor post belied the fact that his victory had 
established an electoral milestone. In amassing 75 percent of 
the vote, St. John overcame a self-described “double wham- 
my” to become the nation’s first openly gay black man to gain 
elective office. 

In a year that saw other electoral firsts for blacks — in- 
clude a governorship and the New York City mayoralty — St. 
John’s victory may be more than symbolic. 

“I am very happy and proud of my accomplishment which 
undoubtedly means a great deal not only to the citizens of 
Albany New York but to the great minority and majority les- 
bian and gay community,” St. John told BLK. “I hope to re- 
present change and empowerment and opportunity for the 
gay community especially of African-American descent to 
place its fears behind it and speak out for what is just and 
right. Insidious discrimination will not be tolerated any 
longer.” 

Gay and lesbian political organizations nationally have 
watched this race and note that its real significance lies in 
where it happened, namely a district not known as a gay or 
lesbian stronghold. It is, however, a majority black district. 

“It shows if the candidate speaks to issues of concern in 
their district, the gay candidate does not need to run in a gay 
district to win,” said Candida Piel, head of Fairpac, a 
political action committee in New York City. 

St. John, 32, a soft-spoken man who ran on an anti- 
machine platform, also overcame one of the most virulent, 
negative campaigns in memory. The day before the election, 
gaybashing flyers were passed around his district, terming 
the candidate “Sweet St. John,” and asked voters to consider 
whether they “really want a man who finds [sodomy] reli- 
giously rewarding to represent you.” 

“Both of my opponents ran negative campaigns. It was the 
worst in terms of gay bashing in print,” St. John said. 
“Luckily, voters were turned off by the negative campaign- 
ing. I was able to make my being gay a non-issue, as I believe 
it was,” he said. 

“One of the hallmarks of my campaign was to stick to the 
issues that were relevant to the community. I was a candi- 
date who is black and gay, but I wasn’t running on any 
single issue,” he said. 

In winning the race, St. John defeated incumbent aider- 
man Arthur Scott, who upon losing the Democratic primary, 
got the Conservative Party nod. The primary win was not 
without controversy. Though initial results showed St. John 
won by 165 votes, a last-second flurry of absentee ballots 
from a senior citizens’ home cut the margin to three votes. 
Four lawsuits later, St. John was declared the winner. 

The real race was the primary. We were all on pins and 
needles on that one,” Piel said. “Gay or not gay, any candi- 
date who manages to unseat an incumbent really had to get 
a message across.” Piel’s organization contributed $1,000 to 
St. John campaign, which the opposition was quick to 
trumpet, she said. 

“I think it’s a monumental achievement for our communi- 
ty,” said Libby Post, spokeswoman for the New York State 
Lesbian and Gay Lobby. “For an urban area like Albany, 


with the demographics of that ward for people to rise above 
the petty homophobia that came from the opposition is a 
great statement.” 

St. John, a lawyer, was bom in Manhattan and raised in 
White Plains. He graduated from Yale University and Cor- 
nell University Law School. 

The first openly gay public official was Elaine Noble from 
Boston’s Back Bay District, elected to the Massachusetts 
State House in 1974. Ironically, she was gerrymandered out 
of her seat by Barney Frank, today an openly gay congress- 
man. 

GGB Says One Gay Killed 
Every 10 Days in Brazil 

SALVADOR, Bahia, Brazil — The Grupo Gay da Bahia 
(The Gay Group of the State of Bahia) reports that in the last 
eight years, 320 lesbians and gay men have been killed in 
Brazil. Despite the fact that homosexuality is legal here, 
social acceptance is rare and gay people are subject to de 
facto officially sanctioned violence. 

Two common sayings are: “It is worse to be homosexual 
than to die” and “I’d prefer my son to be a thief or dead, than 
to be homosexual.” In 1987, Colonel Pomponet of Bahia 
killed his son, Augusto Cesar, when he discovered he was 
gay, believing that what he did was right. Gay people have 
been humiliated, driven from their homes and jobs, stoned, 
jailed on the flimsiest of evidence and killed with impunity. 
A lesbian or gay man is killed every ten days according to 
GGB. 

Some of the more sensationalistic popular daily journals 
actually encourage violence against gay people. The Novem- 
ber 15, 1988 issue of A Tarde, a newspaper in Salvador, 
included articles which said, “Tb kill a homosexual is not a 
murder. It is a hunting trophy” and “Keep the city clean: Kill 
a homosexual every day.” 

GGB has been urging that letters be sent both to A Tarde 
protesting their stand on homosexuality and to the president 
of the Salvador City Council. The group would appreciate 
copies of any letters sent. 

Addresses are: # Redator Chefe Do Jomal A Tarde ; Av. Ma- 
galhaes Neto, s/n; Caminho das Arvores; Salva dor, Bahia, 
Brasil; and Ptesidente da Camara Municipal De Salvador, 
Praca Municipal, Salvador, Bahia, Brasil; and GGB, G.P. 
2552, 40020 Salvador, Bahia, Brasil. Correspondence can be 
written in English, Portuguese or Spanish. 

Nine years old, GGB publishes a thrice yearly, eight- page 
bulletin in Portuguese. Subscriptions are US$5. The group’s 
bulletin also accepts personal ads in any language for $2. 

GGB is distributing 5000 condoms each month as part of 
its campaign against AIDS. Representatives from the group 
appear regularly on radio and television debating and dis- 
cussing homosexuality and AIDS. 

GGB has become the first overseas chapter of the USA- 
based Black and White Men Together and was the first Latin 
American group to become a member of the International 
Lesbian and Gay Association. 
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S.F. AIDS Agencies Still 
Recovering from Quake 

By Mark Haile , BLK Staff Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — While property owners in the San 
Francisco Bay area who suffered damage in the Oct. 17 
earthquake wade through government red tape, AIDS agen- 
cies in the area find themselves with few avenues- at all 
available to them for assistance. 

Despite the appearance of near normalcy, tourism has 
fallen off considerably since the 7.1 shaker. Because much of 
the city’s revenue is tied to tourism -related taxation, as 
funds usually available fail to materialize, social programs 
suffer. Promised federal assistance so far has only come in 
small amounts. 

Ib compound the problem, many lesbian and gay men of 
color were hotel and restaurant workers who were laid off 
as a result of the slump. 

San Francisco mayor Art Agnos, the most visible public 
officer in the hours and days following the quake, has in- 
tensely lobbied the national media for an accurate image of 
the city as operational and functioning, personally calling 
representatives of every major convention booked in the city 
to reassure them all is well. 

AIDS service agencies report a greater increase in the 
number of jobless clients than can be directly attributed to 
the disaster. Landlords are being blamed for using the earth- 
quake as an excuse to evict tenants in order to repair dam- 
age that may or may not exist. PWAs account for a signifi- 
cant portion of the more than 14,000 still without permanent 
homes after nearly two months. 

Steve Lew, an AIDS activist with the Gay Asian Pacific 
Alliance in San Francisco, said, "It’s the economics rather 
than direct damage affecting us. It’s disrupted everybody’s 
fundraising plans.” 

Coordination of support for AIDS agencies serving the 
people of color communities in the Bay area is being handled 
by the AIDS Service Providers Organization (ASPO) which 
pools the efforts of over 80 agencies to make the best use of 
limited resources. Lew noted that the aggressive scramble 
for funds is not limited to AIDS agencies alone. 

Fundraising efforts are underway throughout California 
through groups as divergent as the Metropolitan Community 
Church and S&M-oriented organizations. Financial support 
for people of color AIDS organizations should be forwarded 
to ASPO, 10 United Nations Plaza #200, San Francisco, 
Calif. 94102. For information call Bob Munk at 415-241- 
5519. 

New Org Forms in N.Y. 

YONKERS, N.Y. — A new black gay group has been 
formed in New York’s Westchester County! Called the Gay 
African Americans of Westchester, the organization is a 
consciousness-raising support group that discusses issues 
relevant to the gay and African-American communities. 

Meetings, which are scheduled every other week on 
Thursdays at 8 p.m., focus on topics such as establishing a 
positive African-American gay self-image, safe sex education, 
racism and discrimination in Westchester County and Afri- 
can history. 

The new organization is also exploring specific actions 
which can be taken to assist the community in ameliorating 
problems such as homelessness, drugs, crime and AIDS. 

For further information, contact Edward C. Nash, 172 
Ravine Ave. #3D, Yonkers, N.Y. 10701-1843, 914-376-0727. 


Ohio Holds Conference 
on Minority AIDS Issues 

COLUMBUS — The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) 
will hold its fourth annual statewide conference on HIV/ 
AIDS in racial and ethnic populations Nov. 30 through Dec. 
2 at the Marriott Inn East. The conference, entitled “Ohio’s 
Racial and Ethnic Communities: Educated, Empowered and 
Active in the Fight Against AIDS,” is designed to enhance 
and increase the knowledge of individuals from various 
social and health services about AIDS and its impact on 
people of color. 

“Black and Hispanic individuals comprise less than 20 
percent of the total United States population, but more than 
40 percent of all AIDS cases reported,” said Dr. Ronald L. 
Fletcher, ODH Director, adding that, “In Ohio, blacks are 
approximately ten percent of the total population and more 
than 20 percent of the cases of AIDS reported.” Fletcher 
stressed the need to continue providing culturally appropri- 
ate prevention and risk -reduction programs for these 
communities. 

Program, Stipend for 
Writers of Color Created 

MINNEAPOLIS — The Loft has announced a new pro- 
gram, “Inroads: Writers of Color” intended to serve emerging 
writers in the black, Latino and Native American communi- 
ties. An experienced writer from each community will select 
four emerging writers from that community through an 
anonymous manuscript submission process. 

Each emerging writer will receive a $150 stipend and will 
also have the opportunity to discuss his or her work in pri- 
vate conferences with a mentor. The program will culminate 
with public readings at the community centers and at the 
Loft. Interested writers of color should call the Loft for 
additional information at 612-341-0431. 



‘ You know Vm with you a thousand percent on this 
perestroika thing , Gorhie. But do you really think were 
ready for a Soviet BWMT chapter ?” 
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ACT-UP Plans Two-Day Demonstration in Atlanta 


ATLANTA — Lesbian and gay and AIDS activists from 
around the country will converge on Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 8-9, 
1990 for two days of demonstrations to urge repeal of sodomy 
laws and to demand that the government expand the medical 
definition of AIDS. Jan. 8 is the opening day of the 1990 
Georgia legislature. 

“Because these laws effectively define all lesbian and gay 
men as statutory felons, nowhere is this situation more 
serious than for African-American lesbian and gays, already 
viewed as criminals by racist America,” said Chip Rowan, 
one of the facilitators of the planned actions. 

Sodomy laws have also been used as justification to 
prevent AIDS educators from distributing safer sex informa- 
tion and condoms on the grounds that such material con- 
dones “illegal” behavior. 

“The laws condemn to ignorance people whose lives 
depend on this information, including teenagers, students, 
prisoners, and other residents of state or federal institutions, 
50 percent of whom are people of color,” said Rowan. “Les- 
bian mothers risk losing their children. Gay bashing is tri- 
vialized. The laws promote job and housing discrimination. 
“If sodomy is the crime, AIDS is the punishment. Sodomy 
law repeal is a life-saving measure. 

On Jan. 9, demonstrators will demand that the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) expand the definition of AIDS 
beyond its current categories “AIDS” and “AIDS Related 
Complex” (ARC). 


Some experts estimate that one to two million people 
suffer from HIV-related diseases which manifests themselves 
in a variety of ways among different groups. “Within the 
CDC definition, symptoms manifested by women, by African- 
Americans and other people of color, are ignored,” said 
Rowan. “The CDC definition means that African-Americans 
with HIV disease are undercounted, undertreated-and are 
dying faster and in alarmingly increasing numbers. Chang- 
ing the CDC definition of AIDS is not about words. It’s about 
genocide,” he said. 

Many states extend social and medical benefits to only 
people with CDC-defined AIDS or ARC, excluding people 
with other HIV-related illnesses. Clinical drug trials, 
disability and insurance benefits, and locally-subsidized 
housing all require a CDC definition of AIDS or ARC for 
eligibility. While CDC says there are 110,000 people with 
AIDS, in New York City and Washington D.C., 35 percent of 
people hospitalized with HIV-related diseases did not fit into 
the CDC’s definitions. 

ACT-UP/Atlanta is coordinating both actions. Support 
and participation has been offered by AIDS and gay rights 
activists groups around the country including the National 
Gay and lesbian Task force, the National Association of 
People with AIDS, and the Atlanta Chapter of African 
American Lesbian and Gay Alliance. 

For more information, contact Chip Rowan, ACT-UP/At- 
lanta, 685 Argonne St., Atlanta, Ga. 30308, 404-873-1097. 


Watkins Speaks at NGLTF ‘Creating Change’ Meet 


By Belinda Rochelle , BLK Contributing Writer 

BETHESDA, Md. — “Creating Change” was the theme of 
the second annual National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
conference. Over 450 gay and lesbian activists from across 
the country attended the conference held here Nov. 10-12. 

The NGLTF conference consisted of workshops that 
covered a wide range of topics that affect gay activists on the 
local as well as national level. “Gay and Lesbian Leader- 
ship,” “Unlearning Racism” and ‘Unlearning Sexism” were 
three of 48 workshops held during the three-day conference. 
Topics ranged from the portrayals of gays in the media to 
gay activism on college campuses. 

Former Army Sgt. Perry Watkins joined writer Vito Russo 
and educator Suzanne Pharr as keynote speakers. Tim 
McFeeley of the Human Rights Campaign Fund, former 
NGLTF executive director Virginia Apuzzo and Angela 
Bowen, co-chairperson of the National Coalition for Black 
Lesbians and Gays, were among the representatives of other 
gay organizations to facilitate conference workshops. 

In spite of the election of Keith St. John, the first openly 
gay black man to the Albany Common Council, pro-gay legis- 
lation was defeated in several state elections. One of the ma- 
jor functions of the NGLTF conference is to define national 
lobbying strategies. Several workshops focused on discrimi- 
nation against HIV-infected people. The Americans with Dis- 
abilities Act would prevent discrimination against PWAs and 
those with HIV infection, but it is not expected to pass the 
House vote. Workshop discussions included the politics of 
health and how to mobilize forces to target legislative areas 
of the government. 

lb boost minority participation at the conference, the Chi- 
cago Resource Center presented NGLTF with a grant of 
$10,000. “NGLTF is making a sincere effort to increase 
minority attendance,” said Steve Snell, conference coordina- 
tor. “We want minorities involved in every aspect of the 
conference. The money allowed many conference participants 


to attend workshops without costs because our goal at ths 
conference is to reach every segment of our community.” This 
year’s conference included more workshops to address the 
concerns of minorities and students. There was also an in- 
crease in the number of minority workshop facilitators. . 

Bowen, served as a facilitator in several workshops 
including “Shaping the Debate on Family in America.” She 
joined Jim Fagelson of the Gay and Lesbian Parents Coali- 
tion in a discussion about the redefinition of family. 

This year’s conference also included a protest demonstra- 
tion held in Lafayette Park. Watkins addressed the gather- 
ing of 100 people. He is currently challenging the armed ser- 
vices ban of gays from military service. In his speech, Wat- 
kins emphasized the necessity of challenging discriminatory 
practices on all levels. Watkins, in army green, then led the 
group in a protest march in front of the White House. 

The conference also included exhibits and film presenta- 
tions by dozens of gay organizations and businesses. Next 
year’s conference will be held in Minneapolis, Minn., and 
then return to the Washington, D.C., area in 1991. 

Gerald, Williams Travel 
to Protest at AIDS Day 

WASHINGTON — Gil Gerald, executive director of the 
Los Angeles’s Minority AIDS Project, and Reggie Williams of 
the National Task Force on AIDS Prevention of Black and 
White Men Together will be among the activists participat- 
ing in a call for action on World AIDS Day Dec. 1. 

A coalition has been organized to protest President 
George Bush’s failure to lead and handle the challenge of the 
AIDS health crisis. The protest action will involve an orga- 
nized act of non-violent civil disobedience in front of the 
White House. 
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Sylvia Rhue to Appear 
at Atlanta Conference 

LOS ANGELES — The largest gathering of African-Ameri- 
can lesbian and gay artists and writers in the country will 
take place in Atlanta during the 1990 National Black Gay 
and Lesbian Conference, Feb. 16-19. 

Acclaimed Los Angeles filmmaker Sylvia Rhue will be one 
of the noted presenters of films, videos and multi -media 
works that will be viewed during the four-day conference. 

Lesbian and gay writers, poets and journalists from coast 
to coast as diverse as Ayofemi Folayan and Assotto Saint 
will be sharing their works at several readings and perform- 
ances organized around the conference theme, “Celebrating 
Our History, Creating Our Future.” Special readings are in 
the works for persons with HIV, women and people in 
Recovery. 

Leonard Simon and Katrice Jackson, curators of the arts 
program of the third annual conference, are coordinating a 
national presentation of art that heralds the dawning of a 
new cultural renaissance for lesbian and gay African- 
Americans. 

Live performances and appearances at the 1989 confer- 
ence in Los Angeles included Natalie Cole, Chaka Khan, 
Blackberri, Angela Davis and Sweet Baby J’ai. 

The Conference is sponsored by the Black Gay and Les- 
bian Leadership Forum and hosted by the African American 
Lesbian and Gay Alliance. 

Navy Man Aquitted 
of Charges in San Diego 

SAN DIEGO — A Navy medical corpsman who is HIV posi- 
tive was acquitted of sodomy and misconduct charges that 
arose from allegations he engaged in unprotected sex with 
another sailor. 

“Justice has prevailed,” the defendant said after his 
nonjury court martial ended in an acquittal of all charges. 
The court-martial judge, Capt. Michael Gerszewski, issued 
the ruling Oct. 27. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Theophilus Coleman, 24, had faced 
15 years imprison and a dishonorable discharge if he had 
been convicted. He had been accused of two counts of 
sodomy, one count of threatening the other sailor and two 
counts of misconduct for allegedly endangering him by ex- 
posure to HIV. 

Coleman’s accuser and the government’s chief witness, 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Tino Taylor, was called a liar during 
closing arguments Oct. 26 by defense attorney Lt. Linda 
Condra. Taylor repeatedly changed his version of events 
since February when he accused Coleman of forcing himself 
on him, Condra charged. Taylor, who was given immunity 
from prosecution, was not available for comment after the 
verdict. 

Condra said Taylor fabricated the purported encounters 
with Coleman to avoid prosecution for allegedly being absent 
without leave for two days. 

In his finding, Gerszewski said the prosecution had failed 
to establish guilt beyond a reasonable doubt and that he was 
therefore acquitting the defendant. 

“The government had no evidence,” Coleman said. “It was 
his word against mine.” 

Coleman declined to comment on his future in the Navy. 

No transfers are being considered for either Coleman or 
Taylor, who both work at the San Diego Naval Hospital, said 
hospital spokeswoman Pat Kelly. 


Unity Fellowship Church 

A Church For All People 

□ Sunday Worship Service 
11:30 cum 
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ARC Are Welcome 

□ A Non- Judgmental Ministry 

God Is Love & 
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Rev. Carl Bean, 

Pastor 

5149 W. Jefferson Blvd. Los Angeles, 
California 90016 □ (213) 936-4948 


A DIFFERENT LIGHT 

Gay and Lesbian Literature 
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Chris Brownlie Succumbs After Long AIDS Battle * 


LOS ANGELES — Chris Brownlie, a leading advocate on 
behalf of people with AIDS, and particularly people of color 
with AIDS, succumbed to the disease himself on Nov. 28 
after a two-and-a-half year battle. 

Brownlie — along with Phill Wilson, his lover of nearly ten 
years, and Michael Weinstein — was a founder and served on 
the board of the AIDS Hospice Foundation an organization 
which designed, agitated for, and established the first 
licensed residential hospice for people in the final stages of 
AIDS in Los Angeles County. At its opening on Dec. 26, 1988, 
in honor of his work to bring it into being, the facility was 
named ‘The Chris Brownlie Hospice.” 

In 1985 and 1986, as one of the Minority AIDS Project's 
(MAP) first volunteers, Brownlie designed MAP’s computer 
information system. According to MAP founder Rev. Carl 
Bean, he also carried in and set up the first bed in Dignity 
House, a shelter for homeless persons with AIDS. 

In addition, Brownlie was active in many other aspects of 
AIDS care advocacy. This year he was a key figure in the 
successful effort to open a designated AIDS care ward at 
County-USC Hospital. In 1986 Brownlie worked with other 
activists to create and manage the Stop AIDS Quarantine 
Committee. In 1983 Brownlie was among the AIDS Project 
Los Angeles’s early hotline trainees. 

In Feb. 1987, after spending three days in a teeming ad- 
missions ward at County-USC Hospital, Brownlie was diag- 
nosed with AIDS. From that time until his death, he was ac- 
tive in the movement for AIDS Hospice care — while surviv- 
ing eight bouts of pneumocystis pneumonia, two attacks of 
cryptococcis meningitis, and a potentially blinding CMV 
retinitis infection. 

Through his “Liberation Politics” column in The News, 
Brownlie became prominent in the Los Angeles gay and les- 
bian community as a journalist. He was featured in Nancy 
Salter’s KCET Journal about the Chris Brownlie Hospice, 
Living the Last Days. His most recent writing is scheduled 
to be published in L.A Weekly. 

Brownlie, whose lifemate, Wilson, was African-American, 
was also an ardent interracialist. Prior to his AIDS activism, 
he focused on a number of projects promoting the interests 
of people of color. He was co-founder and co-owner, with 
Wilson in 1983, of Black is More Than Beautiful, Inc., which 
published the first mainstream photographic calendar 
featuring black men, as well as a line of family greeting 
cards targeting black consumers. 

Beginning in 1985, Brownlie served three years on the 
board of directors of Black and White Men Together/Los 

Jewell, Byrd Plan New 
Black Lesbian Journal 

ITHACA — A black lesbian literary anthology is currently 
being organized to present the wide diversity within the 
black lesbian experience. Editors Iferri Jewell and Stephanie 
Byrd are accepting poetry and short fiction for the anthology. 
All topics are acceptable for review and experimental forms 
are encouraged. 

Jewell, a writer and poet, has had her work published in 
over 300 magazine worldwide and was a recent nominee for 
the Pushcart Prize for poetry. Byrd is also a writer and poet 
whose published works include two books of poetry as well as 
essays and article in various alternative periodicals. 

Submissions may be made to Terri Jewell, 211 W. Sagi- 
naw #2, Lansing, Mich. 48933 and short fiction to Stephanie 
Boyd, 705 E. Seneca #7, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850. 


Angeles (BWMT), an organization whose political outreach 
Brownlie significantly extended, and whose popular, weekly 
consciousness-raising sessions he co-facilitated with Wilson. 

When Wilson persuaded BWMT to co-sponsor the first 
annual Black Gay and Lesbian Leadership Conference in 
Los Angeles in 1988, Brownlie urged BWMT to take a back- 
seat in staging the event in order to encourage the involve- 
ment of more African-Americans. Still playing the concilia- 
tor, Brownlie worked closely throughout 1989 with black and 
white AIDS activists to salvage a controversial plan to open 
an AIDS hospice in South-Central L.A. The South-Central 
hospice is expected to open in 1990. 

In August of this year, Brownlie assisted in bringing 
openly gay South African anti -apartheid activist Simon Nkoli 
to Los Angeles. Brownlie’s last birthday was spent partici- 
pating in a literary event honoring Nkoli during his visit. 

Brownlie had been active in lesbian and gay politics since 
the early 1970s when he was one of the original activists at 
L.A.’s Gay Community Services Center. He was also active 
in the Lavender and Red Union. 

A memorial service will be held on Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. at 
the First Unitarian Church of Los Angeles, 2936 W. 8th. 

Chris Brownlie was born in Farmington, New York on 
Aug. 27, 1950. He is survived by his lover, Phill Wilson; his 
father, Robert Brownlie; a sister; and two brothers. 


BLK VEIL 


ELRAY S ANDERS ANDRE WS 

Elray Sanders Andrews died Oct. 30, 1989, two days after 
his 31st birthday, according to San Francisco’s B.A.R. An- 
drews was a member of Black and White Men Together and 
worked for the Chevron Corporation. He is survived by his 
lover, Redge; mother, Estella; father and stepmother, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. G. Andrews; three sisters, Debra, Brenda and 
Frankie; and brother, Allen. 


raOMASPEACE 

Thomas Peace, born in 1937, died this year of complications 
from AIDS according to San Francisco’s B.AR. In his final 
months, he was cared for by St. Mary’s Hospital. Memorial 
offerings should be made to Project Open Hand or the AIDS 
Emergency Fund. 


KELLY PRES TON SYLVEST ER 

Kelly Preston Sylvester, a community activist, died Oct. 24 
of complications from AIDS according to the Washington 
Blade. He was 45. Born in Elizabeth City, N.C., Sylvester 
attended Elizabeth City State University. In the late 1970s, 
he began working at Newman Bookstore where he continued 
until retiring recently. He is survived by his mother and 
stepfather, Annie Mae and Charles Jones of Washington. 


ERIC WESLEY WILSON 

Washington, D.C. resident Eric Wesley Wilson, 27, died Oct. 
24, of lymphoma according to the Washington Blade. Origi- 
nally from Fort Benning, Ga., Wilson attended the Universi- 
ty of Virginia where he majored in English with a concentra- 
tion in journalism. He worked for National Geographic 
Magazine and the Washington News Letter. He is survived 
by his parents, Wesley and Elaine, of Gloucester, Va. 
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MIDTOWNE 

SPA 



“Serving the 
Gay Black Community 
For Over 20 Years” 

24 hours a day there’s 
someone here for you! 

A safe place to come . . . 

A clean place to come . . . 

A fun place to come . . . 

A healthy place to come . . . 

COME BY SOON . . . YOU ALL 

] / 2 price on Tuesday • Full service 
every day of the year 

" The Friendliest Place In Town” 

615 South Kohler St. • Los Angeles, California 90021 

Phone (213) 680-1838 

WE NEVER CLOSE 


Book News 

By Mark Haile 


Over 600 books by and about lesbians and gays hit the 
shelves in 1988, according to Richard LaBonte, manager of 
A Different Light bookstore in San Francisco. For 1989, that 
number will not only be surpassed, but will have included a 
record number of titles by African Americans. 

Many of the most popular titles of 1989 have actually 
been out for some time, but continue to reach the hands of 
gay and lesbian African Americans for the first time, espe- 
cially the landmark anthology by the late Joe Beam, In the 
Life . Joining it on the bookshelves is the Pyramid Quarter- 
ly , an anthology of essays, poetry and short stories by lesbian 
and gay people of color that grows with every issue. Other 
Countries, first out in 1988, is an ongoing collection of black 
gay voices from many nations, reminding us that the black 
gay experience extends far beyond America’s borders. 

In A Different Light, the most ambitious lesbian antholo- 
gy of 1989, has a considerable number of contributions by 
women of color, among them Ayofemi Folayan, SDiane Bogus 
and Tbrri De La Pena. Intricate Passions, edited by Ifee 
Corinne, also deserves special note for inclusivity of lesbians 
of color. 

In poetry, 1989 was bountiful from coast to coast, with At 
the Club by Alan Miller of Oakland and Stations by Assotto 
Saint in New York. 

Black lesbian poetry, already far more advanced than 
their black gay male counterparts, has been further enriched 
by collections released by two of the community’s most ta- 
lented muses, Healing Hearts by Gloria T. Hull and Dyke 
Hands and Sutras Erotic and Lyric by SDiane Bogus. 

While Christmas is traditionally apeak season for books, 
the early months of 1990 will see no less than a half dozen 
anthologies of poetry, short stories and essays by lesbian and 
gay men of color dealing with specific topics such as coming 
out or immigration to poetry or erotica. 



“I have no idea what this case is about, but I 
wouldn't miss it for the world." 


NEW BOOKS OF 1989 

Corbin, Raym on d. 1990 Facts about Blacks. Beckham House. 
Paper/Non-fiction. $10.95. 

Corbin, Steven. No Easy Place To Be. Simon and Schuster. 
Hard/fiction. $13.95. 

Duplechan, Larry. Tangled Up In Blue. St. Martins. Hard/ 
fiction. $16.95. 

Fleming, Mickey C. About Courage. Holloway. Paper/Auto- 
biography. $2.95. 

Jaynes, Gerald and Williams, Robin M., Jr. A Common 
Destiny — Blacks and American Society. National Academy 
Press. Hard/Non-fiction. $35.00. 

Kennedy, Ellen Conroy. The Negritude Poems. Thunder’s- 
mouth Press. Hard/Poetry. $10.95 
Miller, Alan. At the Club. Grand Entrances Press. Paper/ 
Poetry. $6.00. 

Ottenberg, Raymond. Boyhood Rituals in African Society. 

University of Washington Press. Hard/Non-fiction. 
Russell, Diana. Lives of Courage — Women for a New South 
Africa. Basic Books. Hard/Non-fiction. $22.95. 

Saint, Assotto. Stations. Galiens Press. Paper/Poetry. $7.00. 
Troupe, Quincy. James Baldwin: The Legacy. Simon and 
Schuster. Hard/Non-fiction. $12.95. 

Weatherly, W.S. James Baldwin: Artist on Fire. Hard/Non- 
fiction. $19.95. 

OTHER BOOKS OF INTEREST 

Baldwin, James. Another Country. Dell. Paper/Fiction. $5.95. 
Baldwin, James. The Fire Next Time. Dell. Paper/Fiction. 
$4.95. 

Baldwin, James. Giovannis Room. Dell. Paper/Fiction. $4.95. 
Baldwin, James. Go Tell It on the Mountain. Dell. Paper/ 
Fiction. $4.95. 

Baldwin, James. If Beale Street Could Talk. Dell. Paper/Fic- 
tion. $4.95. 

Bambard, Tbm Cade. The Salt Eaters. Vintage. Paper/Fic- 
tion. $5.95. 

Beam, Joe. In the Life. Alyson. Soft/Nonfiction. $8.95. 

Bulig, Ronald. Toms, Coons, Mulattoes, Mammies and 
Bucks — An Interpretive History of Blacks in American 
Films. Continuum. Hard/Non-fiction. $15.95. 

Clarice, Cheryl. Living as a Lesbian. Firebrand Books. 
Paper/Poetry. $6.98. 

Clinton, John. Billies Blues. DeCapo Press. Paper/Biogra- 
phy. $17.95. 

Collier, James Lincoln. Duke Ellington. Oxford Press. 
Paper/Biography. $9.95. 

Cornell, Ann .Black Lesbians in White America. Naiad Press. 
Paper/Non-fiction. $7.50. 

Dahl, Linda. Stormy Weather — Music and Lives of a Century 
of Jazzwomen. Limelight. Paper/Biography. $14.95. 
Davies, Miranda. Third World, Second Sex — Vol. 1 and 2. 

Ibd Books. Paper/Fiction. $15.00. 

Davis, Angela. Violence Against Women and the Ongoing 
Challenge to Racism. Kitchen Table. Paper/Essays. $3.50. 
Del any, Samuel. The Motion of Light on Water. Plume. 
Paper/Autobiography. $8.95. 

Duplechan, Larry. Black Bird. St. Martins. Hard/Fiction. 
$7.95. 

Duplechan, Larry. Eight Days a Week. Alyson. Paper/Fiction. 
$4.95. 

Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man. Vintage. Paper/Non-fiction. 
Giddings, Paula. When and Where I Enter the Impact of Black 
Women on Race and Sex in America. Bantam. $8.95. 
Harris, Bell. Ain't I a Woman? — Black Women and Femi- 
nism. South End Press. Paper/Non-fiction. $10.00. 
Hemphill, Essex. Conditions. Bebop Books. Paper/Poetry. 
Hemphill, Essex. Earthlife. Bebop Books. Paper/Poetry. 
Hooks, Bell. Talking Back — Thinking Feminist — Thinking 
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Black . South End Press. Paper/Non-fiction. $10.00. 

Hull, Gloria. Color , Sex and Poetry — Three Women Writers of 
the Harlem Renaissance. University of Iowa Press. 
Hard/Biography. 

Hull, Gloria. Give Us This Day — The Diary of Alice Dunbar- 
Nelson. Norton. Paper/Biography. $8.95. 

Hull, Gloria. Healing Heart. Kitchen Table. Hard/Poetry. 
$8.95. 

Hurston, Zora Neale. Dust Tracks on a Road. Autobiography 
ofZora Neale Hurston. Ulini Press. Hard/Autobiography. 
Kersan, Randall. A Visitation of Spirits. Grove Press. 
Hard/Fiction. $17.95. 

Levin, Robert and Rivelli, Pauline. Giants of Black Music . 

Decapo. Paper/Biography. $7.95. 

Lewis, David Lovering. When Harlem Was in Vogue. Oxford 
University Press. Hard/Non-fiction. $10.95. 

Linth waite, Illina. Ain't I a Woman? Peter Bodrick Books. 
Paper/Poetry. $14.95. 

Lorde, Audre. A Burst of Light. Firebrand. Paper/Essays. 
$7.95. 

Lorde, Audre. Apartheid, U.S.A Crossing Press. Paper/Es- 
says. $3.50. 

Lorde, Audre. The Black Unicorn. Norton. Paper/Poetry. 
$7.95. 

Lorde, Audre. Cancer Journals. Spinster. Paper/Essays. 
$5.50. 

Lorde, Audre. I Am Your Sister. Kitchen Table. Paper/Es- 
says. $2.95. 

Lorde, Audre. Our Dead Behind Us. Norton. Paper/Poetry. 
$6.75. 

Lorde, Audre. Sister Outsider. Crossing Press. Paper/Essays. 
$8.95. 

Lorde, Audre. Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power. 
Crossing Press. $3.00. 

Lorde Audre. Zami — A New Spelling of My Name. Crossing 
Press. Paper/Non-fiction. $8.95. 

Naylor, Gloria. The Women of Brewster Place. Penguin. 
Paper/Fiction. $3.95. 

O’Daniel, Therman B. James Baldwin: A Critical Evalua- 
tion. Howard University Press. Paper/Non-fiction. $7.95. 
Omelade, Barbara. It's a Family Affair: The Real Lives of 
Black Single Mothers. Kitchen Table Press. Paper/Non- 
fiction. $3.50. 

Parker, Pat. Jonestown. Firebrand. Paper/Poetry. $5.95. 
Robeson, Susan. The Whole World in His Hands — A Pictorial 
Biography of Paul Robeson. Citadel. Paper/Biography. 
Rose, Phyllis. Jazz Cleopatra — Josephine Baker in Her Time. 

Doubleday. Hard/Biography. $22.50. 

Shange, Ntozake. Three Pieces (Three Plays). Penguin. 
Hard/Theater. $5.95. 

Shockley, Ann Allen. Afro-American Women Writers 1746- 
1933. Meridien. Paper/Non-fiction. $14.95. 

Smith, Michael J. Black Men /White Men. Gay Sunshine 
Press. Paper/Non-fiction. $8.95. 

Thomas, Russ. Just Before Jazz: Black Musical Theatre in 
New York 1890-1915. Smithsonian. Hard/Non-fiction. 
Tblson, Melvin. A Gallery of Harlem Portraits. University of 
Missouri Press. Paper/Biography. $8.95. 

Walker, Alice. In Love and in Trouble. Harcourt, Brace, 
Jovanovich. Paper/Fiction. $3.95. 

Walker, Alice. Living by the Word: Selected Writings 1973- 
1988 — Alice Walker. Harvest. $8.95. 

Walker, Alice. The Temple of My Familiar. Harcourt, Brace, 
Jovanovich. Hard. $19.95. 

Walker, Alice. The Third Life of Grange Copeland. Harcourt, 
Brace, Jovanovich. Paper/Fiction. $4.95. 

Walker, Alice. You Can't Keep a Good Woman Down. Har- 
court, Brace, Jovanovich. $4.95. 

Weathers, Carolyn and Wilson, Jenny. In a Different Light. 
Paper/Fiction. 


FOR BLACK GAY & 
BISEXUAL MEN ONLY! 

So you know all about safe sex. But 
you don’t believe safe sex can be 
good sex. Then you don’t know all 
about safe sex. Let us show you how 
to make safe sex good sex. 

BROTHER, 

CAN YOU SPARE THE TIME? 


Because we know you care, please 
contact: 


AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN’S HEALTH PROJECT 
74 New Montgomery 
Suite 600 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415)597-9137 

“Love him...Love him 
and let him love you. 

— James Baldwin 


UCSF Prevention 
Sciences Group 



M-O R O-C C O 


* Casablanca * Rabat ^ Meknes 
* Fez * Beni Mellal 
* Marrakech Quarzazate 



AUGUST 18-28, 1990 

Package includes: 

1 . Round trip airfare tickets from Los Angeles via 
New York to Morocco by Royal Air Maroc. 

2. Hotel t \es and round trip airport transfers. 

3. Deluxe and Superior hotels. 

4. Two meals daily. Full day excursions include 
lunch. 

5. “Welcome Dinner Party." 

6. Farewell dinner and show. 

7. English speaking guides. 

8. Some half-day and full-day city tours. 

9. Air conditioned motorcoach travel between 
cities. 


TOTAL PACKAGE 

From LOS ANGELES... $1,8 15.00 
From NEW YORK... $1,560.00 

(Prices based on double occupancy!) 

For further irrformation, please contact: 

Betty Powell or 

Kola Nut Travel & Tours Woods/Flot Travel & Treat 
(213) 674-0291 (213) 737-6775 


* Payment schedule available. * $300 initial payment due Dec. 15, 1989. 
* Make checks payable to: KOLA NUT TRAVEL & TOURS. 


December 1989 BLK 29 




CAPER ROOM 


3rd Year Anniversary 

December 17 at 3 p.m. 

VARIETY SHOW INCLUDING LIP SYNC 

Guest Vocal Artist and Dancing 

Free Buffet and Champagne Buffet starts at 4 p.m. 

Shows start at 6 p.m. and Midnight 
Come celebrate with us!! 


SUNDAY 

Oldies and Blues Night 

4p.m.-2 a.m. 

NO COVER 


WEDNESDAY 

Social Hour 2 for 1 

Well drinks only 
8 p.m.-Midnight 
NO COVER 
Happy Hour 
4p.m.-8 p.m. 

Well drinks $1.25 

SATURDAY 

Disco All Night! 


MONDAY 

New Lip Sync Show 

Host: Jimmy Carter 
Starting in January 
10 p.m.- 2 a.m. 

NO COVER 
Happy Hour 
4 p.m.- 8 p.m. 

Well drinks $1.25 

THURSDAY 

NO COVER 
Happy Hour 

4p.m.-8 p.m. 

Meet and Greet 


TUESDAY 

Exotic Male and Female 
Review and Disco Night 

Showtime 1 1 p.m.-2 a.m. 
$4 cover charge 
Happy Hour 
4p.m.-8 p.m. 

Well drinks $1.25 

FRIDAY 

Exotic Male and Female 
Review and Disco 

Showtime 1 1 p.m.-2 a.m. 
$4 cover charge 
Happy Hour 
4 p.m.-8 p.m. 

Well drinks $1 .25 



Birthday Party for Byron Williams at 9 p.m. 


Saturday, December 23 

Christmas Party — Christmas Show and Special Christmas Drinks 

Sunday, December 31 

New Year’s Eve Party — Show and Extravaganza 


244 South Market Street, Inglewood, California 90301 — (213) 677-0403 
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Read My Lips 

By Preston G. Quider 


~ Awop bop a loo mop alop bam boom. The maker of such 
hits as “Tutti Frutti,” “Good Golly, Miss Molly,” “Lucille,” 
“Long Tall Sally” and “Jenny, Jenny” was born on the fifth 
of this month in 1932. After scali ng the heights of the music 
biz and announcing that he was gay, Little Richard sur- 
prized everyone by returning to his church roots, rebuking 
rock ’n’ roll, and claiming not to be tutti frutti. ..Saying that 
the major record labels neglect black artists, Spike Lee has 
created his own, Apollo Theater Records... Easy -E, an 
NWA, also has his own label, Comptown Records, which 
will be distributed by MCA. The label’s first release report- 
edly will feature white female teen rapper, Tairrie D... Oli- 
via Records, which also does things with passenger ships 
as well as in recording studios, has scheduled a four-night 
women-only cruise to the Bahamas Feb. 12-16 and 19-23. 
Passengers leave Miami aboard the S.S. Dolphin IV with 
stops in Key West, Nassau and a day at a private island, 
Blue Lagoon. All of Olivia’s artists will perform including 
Deidre McCalla, who will add “color” to the proceedings. 
OR’s number is 415-655-0364...If Morocco is more to your 
taste, give Betty Powell a call at 213-674-0291... 

Kudos given out by the L.A. chapter of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference caused a stir in some 
quarters. But we can see both sides.. .Ann Landers recently 
asked folks to write to her telling what they think about 
legalizing same-sex relationships. Let’s make sure she gets 
some Afro input. Ann Landers, Chicago Tribune , 435 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Mich. 60611. ..The most interesting 
foto in the Dec. 1989 issue of Ebony appears on page 116... 

“Last month at L.A.’s Catch One Disco, one young white 
woman got down to the root of things quite literally. Appar- 
ently she was found on bended knee with her mouth full in 
the Roots Room worshipping a young black man (gay or 
straight, we don’t know) in one of the most intimate ways 
possible. Both participants were immediately (and quietly) 
escorted from the premises... 

Everyone wants something.. .Individuals who have experi- 
enced anti -gay violence should contact Anjie Rosga, Ros- 
good Productions, Box 994, New York, N.Y. 10009. ..Men who 
would like to participate in a study called, “The Movement 
of Black Gay Men in America,” should write Rodney A. 
Christopher, Simon’s Rock of Bard College, Great Barring- 
ton, Mass. 01230. ..Black lesbians who would like to help with 
a master’s thesis on “identity formation,” should call Dar- 
lene Angela at 415-821-9207. ..Black lesbian or gay veterans 
who wish to recall their military experiences for an article in 
C.A.R.E. should call Edward Westrick at 213-662-3635... 
Men over 40 interested in participating in a study about 
patterns of aging among African-American gay and bisexual 
men should contact Dr. Clarence Lancelot Adams at 212- 
724-6650 or Dr. Douglas Kimmel at 212-690-5364. They 
would especially like to hear from men over 55... 

Judy Jones, who does an act in which she pretends to 
be plastered (and we stress pretends because some folks 
thought our comment last month was subject to misinterpre- 
tation), has been on the boards since the fifties. Though she 
sang a few notes with Dionne Warwick, her career actually 
got started with the Bradford Singers and James Cleveland. 
Later, she sang with Patti LaBelle. Over the years, she has 
appeared in Dont Bother Me 1 Cant Cope, Two Gentlemen of 
Verona and the New York production of Your Arms Too 
Short to Box with God. Since coming to the Catch 18 years 
ago, Judy has hosted and entertained numerous community 


events... By the way, everything that appears here that’s 
even potentially embarrassing, now gets signed off by the 
person involved, just like Candid Camera. And just like 
Candid Camera, our intent is to have fun “watching people 
in the act of being themselves.”... For those brothers with 
time on their hands who want to start something: How about 
going after our common enemies rather than the home folk? 
Last month, Leon Miller’s “Word Up” made mention of 
homophobic, racist and/or sexist comments by Geraldo Ri- 
vera, Schoolly D and 2 Live Crew. Did any petitions get 
started to get Garaldo to apologize? We guess it’s easier to 
look for ghosts where there are none rather than take on a 
hard fight of some real significance...For the record, Judy 
says she had nothing to do with the entreaty that was 
circulated.. .And, by the way, if we do make a mistake (and 
we’re only human so it’ll happen), a simple letter to the 
editor is mighty effective. Our esteemed editor can be some- 
what of a wimp on this point, trying so hard to be fair — and 
we dare you to cut this — that he fails to take a stand on 
anything. Be glad were not the editor... 

You probably know about Black Forest’s “Body Black” 
wall calendar for men; their ads are plastered all over the 
place. But did you know about the Tee Corinne’s “Lesbian 
Muse” appointment calendar (Chance Publications, 2003 
N.E. 13th, Portland, Ore. 97212) and D.L. Mackey’s “Wom- 
en Only” wall calendar (NurDamen, 13601 E. Whittier #212, 
Whittier, CA 90605)? While BFP’s opus is stone coal black 
with color photos, the two lesbian entries are both black and 
white in more ways than one. We’d tell you which of the two 
we prefer, but we’re probably an unqualified judge. 

There are slightly more than the average number of 
black-oriented major studio movies this Christmas. In cur- 
rent release are Harlem Nights (about Eddie Murphy be- 
ing a movie star), Thelonious Monk: Straight No Chaser 
(a boring documentary with good music), Sidewalk Stories 
(a sweet black and white movie with no dialogue and one 
quick frontal nude scene) and Mapantsula (an anti-apart- 
heid movie made under the noses of the authorities in South 
Africa). Upcoming are Driving Miss Daisy (based on the 
Pulitzer Prize- winning play) and Glory (a story about 
America’s first black infantry regiment).. .We hope you saw 
the piece on Stanley Bennett Clay in the Nov. 24 L.A. 
Times “Calendar” section. Clay currently has two produc- 
tions going in L.A.: Ritual at the Ebony Showcase (which he 
wrote, produced and directed) and Jonin 9 at the Harman 
Avenue Theater (which he directed). He was recently the 
subject of a KACE salute... 

Life in St. Croix has yet to return to normal after the dis- 
astrous hurricane Hugo cut through the Virgin Islands Sept. 
18. According to Ache , many areas still have no electricity, 
gas or telephone service. Black lesbian poet Audre Lorde, 
a resident, is on the case, but needs our help says Andrea 
Canaan. Send nylon rope, blank journals, local gay and 
lesbian papers, cards, letters and keep those “D” batteries 
coming! Address: Audre Lorde, A-2 Judith’s Fancy, Chris- 
tiansted, St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands 00820... 

A bit of Old Black Gay History— 1970s variety— has been 
restored to the Big Apple. Better Days is open again, and at 
the same location. We don’t know if it’s true, but we hear told 
that Better Days yields better knights.. .Rudy, the lead DJ 
at Jacksonville, Florida’s Third Dimension, was ship-shape 
Halloween Night, all gussied up in Navy drag. Anyone 
remember when this Florida native started out 10 years ago 
at the Old Planation?...Down at the tip of Florida in 
Hallandale, Loleatta Holloway performed at the opening 
of Club 21. ..Black hunk, Mr. Christopher, was a ninner- 
up in the Mr. and Miss Gay Wisconsin pageant...Sir Lady 
Java, the transexual starlet, will appear at Marla’s Memory 
Lane on Dec. 4.. .By the way, Warren Beatty and Madonna 
went dancing at L.A.’s Horizon last month... 
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Free portrait! For details: Box 89, NYC 
10012. (15) 

Happy holidays to: Phillip, Heavy C 
(Gregory) and the Boys (Terry, Donald, 
Clyde, Oscar), Alan, the men to BGME, 
Tracy (Cupid), Arvin, Sharon, Leon, 
Trevor, Dwight, Joseph, Scott and Jerry, 
Anthony, Alton, John, George and Ron, 
Olu, Bob, Ernie and Ken, Patricia, Ear- 
tha, Cleo, Ron, the staff of BLK, Felix, 
Michael and Carlos, Tim, Hershel and 
Arthur. We spent a great deal of time 
this year doing what we do best: shar- 
ing. I learned a lot. Thanks. Here’s hop- 
ing the 90s are as gay as they ever 
were. GOG. Love, Michael. (13) 

Registry contains hundreds of photos of 
available gay men in Southern Califor- 
nia and information on contacting them. 
We’re currently accepting photos forour 
next edition. For a free application, write 
or call today. Registry Publications, 
1 31 7 N. San Fernando Blvd. #301 , Bur- 
bank, CA 91 504. 81 8-566-3560. (1 3) 

MC: “Don’t worry. Be happy.’’ Take SC 
lessons and call me late one evening. 
“Get off the shelf, and enjoy yourself." 
Remember that one? AB. (1 3) 


Xcelivision. Black skin care. Diet con- 
trol. Massage therapy. Physical/mental 
exercises. 40-page work booklet $10. 
Call Maleko 21 3-465-2551. (16) 


mmmm 

WANTED .. 


Gay black male seeking general house 
work. Everything but windows. Smile. 
Good references. Honest, hard worker. 
Reasonable. $30 up a day. Call any- 
time, day or night. 213-622-9635. 
Charles Thomas. (11) 


offered 


Accounting Dept: Accounting Assistant, 
to 26 hrs./week. $10-$1 2/hour, DOE. 
Youth Services: Youth Advocate for re- 
sidential facility; late afternoon/evening 
/overnight shifts. $1 392/mo. Also p.t., 
on-call positions open, $8.03/hour. In- 
take worker, for intake and assessment 
of new youth clients, $1 507/mo. Coun- 
seling: Mental health clinician for Latino 
Program Development, $2386-$2608/ 
mo. Education Dept.: Assistant Out- 
reach Specialist to Latino community, 
p.t., $846/mo. Project Coordinator, 
West Hollywood CARES $231 9/mo. Vo- 
cational Services: Job Developer, 
$1 646/mo. + bonus. Employment Spe- 
cialist, $2021 /mo. Intake Worker, 
$181 5/mo. Program Coordinator, 


Administration, GLCSC, 1213 N. High- 
la ndAve., LA, C A 9 0038. (13) 

Amazing 3-D Camera. Our independent 
reps are making $1 0-30,000 per month. 
It’s so easy. There’s no competition as 
it’s a one-of-kind camera that uses stan- 
dard 35mm film. Part-time or full-time. 
Stop being financially crippled I Call Alex 
no w! 213-465-85 83. (14) 

Cook/Instructor. Gay and lesbian alco- 
hol treatment program seeks qualified 
food prep/sen/ice trainer to develop, 
implement and run a vocational training 
program within our existing 90-say resi- 
dent care facility. For more information, 
contact Michael Kerr, Van Ness Recov- 
ery House 213-463-4266 . (14) 

Illustrator. If you’d like exposure and 
you’re willing to put in time for almost no 
pay, call 213-410-0808. Or write BLK, 
Box 8391 2, Los Angeles, CA 90083- 
091 2. Will t rain the right person. (13) 

Lapis Outreach Specialist (Prevention 
Services): Duties— Organize, develop 
and manage mailing list for black and 
Latina lesbians; maintain extensive net- 
working contacts; plan, schedule and 
staff special events ; organize, schedule 
and facilitate presentations. Qualifica- 
tions— Thorough knowledge of lesbians 
of color; experience in group facilitation, 
providing training in prevention, alcohol- 
ism, women's services or to people of 
color; experience with basic organizing 
concepts, including networking skills, 
planning, scheduling, implementing 
workshops, special events and commu- 
nity outreach; established professional 
network system in L.A. Countyt. Annual 
salary— $1 6,000-$1 8,000. Contact— 
Clarissa Chandler, ACW, 1147$. Alva- 
rado St., L.A. 90006. 213-381-7805. 

(13) 

Managing Editor for Equal Time, a non- 
profit biweekly newspaper for lesbians 
and gay men serving the Upper Mid- 
west. The managing editor is the chief 
administrative and editorial officer and 
reports directly to the board of directors. 
Responsible for the content and quality 
of the newspaper and for the supervi- 
sion of all departments. Requirements: 
B.A. journalism or related area and 
news writing experience, editing experi- 
ence with a publication, preferably a 
newspaper, supervisory /management 
experience essential, knowledge of gay / 
lesbian issues, proven adbility to work 
independently and to set and meet strict 
deadlines. Excellent interpersonal skills. 
Salary range: $18-$22,000. Send letter 
of application, resume, writing and edit- 
ing samples to: Search Committee, 
Board of Directors, Equal Time news- 
paper, 71 1 W. Lake St. #505, Minneap- 
olis, MN 55408. Equal Time is an affir- 
mative action employer. (1 3) 



$221 5/mo. All full-time employees re- 
ceive medical and dental benefits. Send 


ORGANIZATIONS 


Secular Recovery Anonymous/ 12 
Stepj, 11117 Victory Blvd., N. Holly- 
wood. 818-955-6538. Mixed. (13) 


COMPUTER STUFF 


“An Uncommon Call." 213-465-3114. 
Public access BBS. 8N1. 300-2400 
baud. 24 hour. Celebrating life/grass- 
roots, gospel, dependency/recovery. 

(14) 


IWANlii! 


Used preamp, low-end audiophilequali- 
ty, such as the Conrad-Johnson PV4, 
the Hafler DH-IIOor the NAD 1020. 
Also want AR or Sonographe turntable. 
Alan 213-410-0808. (13) 

Black lesbian and gay poetry magazine 
accepting submissions. Send with 
SASE to Ayofemi Stowe Folayan or 
Mark Haile, Kuumba, Box 83912, Los 
Ange l es, CA 9001 2-091 2. (TF) 

Black Lace, the first African-American 
lesbian erotic magazine, desires women 
interested in nude modeling. You could 
be featured in our very first issue! Con- 
tactAlyce e at 21 3-41 0-0808 . (TF) 

Trashy black gay male fiction wanted 
for raunchy new quarterly. Quality work 
also accepted. Send with SASE to 
Revon Kyle Banneker, Editor, Blackfire, 
Box 83912, Los Angeles, CA 90012- 
091 2. Allow six weeks for response. 

(TF) 


PLACES TO LIVE 


BGM seeks roommate for 2 bedroom 
apt. Rent $375 per month plus half utili- 
ties. Full privileges. Nice area. Security 
deposit negotiable. Call 213-39-7494. 
(No drugs) (13) 

Black gay man looking for roommate to 
share 3-bedroom house. $375 per 
month including utilities. Dishwasher. 
Washer/dryer. Large backyard. 213- 
2 74-3398. Ask for Paul. (13) 

Young professional male seeks same to 
share 2 bedroom, 2 bath apartment in 
North Inglewood. Fully carpeted. Cable 
TV. Available November 1 , 1989. Move 
in requires first, last and one month’s 
security. 213-41 9-4249. (1 4) 


iitillilil 


Get the hottest fantasy items ever sold 
(lingerie, movies, love aids, etc.). Dis- 
count prizes for men and women. 92- 
page catalog $8. Marial Enterprises, 
I 58 E. 26th, Pate rson, NJ 07514 . (13 ) 

Miles of music: 25+ years of soul. Lo- 
cate tunes you choose. 21 3-937-31 90. 


(15) 

AIDS is biological warfare. Call 213- 
977-0901. (14) 

BLK T-shirts now available. White cot- 
ton/polyester with BLK logo in red on 
front, and the slogan "Where the news 
is colored on purpose" in black on back. 
Specify medium or large. $1 0 including 
shipping. Check or money order (no 
cash) to: BLK, Box 8391 2, Los Angeles, 
CA 90083. (TF) 



Strong hands. Great massage. Ray 
213-653-1889. (15) 

Black bodybuilder. Holiday treat. Best 
full body massage. Venice Beach. 213- 
3964761 . 7 days. 24 hours. (1 3) 

Holistic massage. Enjoy relaxing, thera- 
peutic touch. Swedish/Esalen massage 
with acupressure to help relieve stress 
and muscle tension. Call for appt. Gift 
certificates available also. Matthew 
Logan. 213-650-7483, (15) 

Beautiful black body, & 5 U , 210#, lean 
hard muscles, deep- tissue full-body the- 
rapeutic massage. In/out. 213-465- 
2551. Maleko. (16) 

Certified massage by white 24 year old. 
In-calls 24 hours. Late evenings best. 
Put yourself in my hands. Russ. 818- 
784-6929. (18) 


lliMSI 


GWM, 45, 6’, Aquarian, very passive 
teddy-bear, professional, seeks top BM 
for good times. I like wine, music, read- 
ing, swimming and satisfying a mascu- 
line guy. Doug, #103-4800 Arbutus, 
Vancouver, BCV6J4A5. 604-263-3991 
(TF) 



GWM, 28, 6', 155 lbs., blond/blue, boy- 
ish, cute and very sexy, wants in-shape 
GBM for hot evenings, possible relation- 
ship. NYC only. BLK Mailbox 21. (13) 

BM, 38, 5’8", 240#, masc., Gr/A-FrA/P, 
HIV-, prof, seeks chubby, HIV- GM for 
long-term 1 -to-1 commitment. Ph/ph, 
write: Walton, Box 22864, Newark, NJ 
07101. (13) 

Tall, thin GWM seeks GBM hung huge. 
202-483-3693. (13) 

NJ GWM ISO GBM (anywhere) for sex- 
u al lover. 609-989-1 260. (14) 

Attractive, young BM, seeks lover. Box 
21 1 , Cape Corel, FL 339 1 0. (E) 

Escape danger, mediocrity and oppres- 
sion into South Texas youth cooperative 
home offering diversity in entertainment, 
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security, beauty and access to adven- 
ture. Write about yourself to Box 475, 
Big Pine Key, FL 33043. (E) 

GWM, 45, seeks GM, any color, for 
friendship, safe fun, movies, shopping, 
dance, music (especially Motown). No 
drugs or smokes. Honest and discreet 
only. Boxholder, Box 1 295, Middletown, 
CT 06457. (E) 



GBM inmate John Murphy #8533-15- 
5A, Box 30, Pendleton, IN 46064. (15) 


32-year-old professional, career-orient- 
ed BM seeks intense one-on-one rela- 
tionship with mature black man. Friend- 
ship first. Age, looks not important. 6*3", 
200 lbs. Photo if interested. 3594 Mea- 
dowbrook, University, OH 441 1 8. (1 5) 

GBM, 28, 5'8". Shy, sensuous, moody, 
strange sense of humor. Love lots of at- 
tention. Interested in meeting people. 
Marc. Box 408931 , Chicago, IL 60640- 
8931. J13) 

Professional GBM, 38, approximately 
5*1 T, average build, seeking muscular, 
tall, GBM between 2540 years. Write 
Fritz, Box 390, Chicago 60690-0390. 
(15) 

GBM seeks correspondence. C. Ben- 
ford, Ave. I, Greenwood, MS 38930. 
(If) 

Looking for inexpensive accommoda- 
tions and host/guide during National 
Black Gay and Lesbian Conference in 
Atlanta (February 14-25). Marc, Box 
408931 , Chicago, IL 60640-8931 . (1 3) 

Bi/W/M bodybuilder Robert Jenkins 
#855856, Box 30, Pendleton, IN 
46064. (14) 

BM seeks correspondence. R.L. Wil- 
liams #3725-3-1 B, Box 30, Pendleton, 
IN 46064. (14) 

WI/IL men sought. You hung at least 
8+/thick. Travel S.E. Wl and Chicago 
area for passionate Fr/Gr (safe) sex. 
Mark, Box 10361, Milwaukee, Wl 
53210. (14) 

Looking to share expenses (non-oriver) 
Chicago to Atlanta for (NBGL) Confer- 
ence in Atlanta February 15-19. Marc, 
Box 408931 , Chicago, IL 60640-8931 . 
(13) 

Slim WM seeks BMs. Box 4222, East 
Lansing, Ml 48826. 51 7-484-6505. 
(13) 

Very handsome muscular WM, 31 . Box 
138-2 32, Ch i cago, IL60613. j_1 4) 

BM, attractive, masculine, professional, 
muscular, swimmer's build, 20 y.o., 
5'ir, 175. lbs., seeks friendship/rela- 
tionship with similar. Race, age unim- 
portant. Box 28100, Dallas, TX 75228. 
(E) 

Blk couple, 23 & 27, seeks other couple/ 
single for friendship. Other things possi- 
ble. Send photo. Write to 1 31 5 S. 1 st #5, 
Lo uisville, KY 40203. (E) 

GBM, 28, 5'8", shy, sensuous, moody, 
strange sense of humor. Love lots of at- 
tention. Interested in meeting people. 


Marc, Box 408931 , Chicago, IL 60640. 

(E) 


mmmmm 


Picturethis:Ahumanhotfudgesundae! 
My white, firm buns with you as the hot 
topping. If you’re a GBM or Latino that is 
young and hung, send your name, num- 
ber and the best time to call to: A.T., Box 
69A75, LA, CA 90069. (13) 


GWM, 60, 6 T, 200, HIV-, no smoke, 
drink or drugs, seeks very goodlooking 
black man for one-on-one permanent 
relationship. Serious, but fun. Photo/ 
phone. Box 2342, Palm Springs, CA 
92263. (14) 

Healthy, hung, bi Creole male, good- 
looking, 30, 5*1 1", 1 75 lbs., seeks one- 
to-one relationship with healthy, hung, 
goodlooking black male under 30, under 
5*1 1", with slim build. If you are tired of 
the club scene, looking for that special 
someone, look no further! Send letter 
and phone number. Serious only! No 
Games! J.R., Box 56015, LA., Calif. 
9005S (13) 


Venice Beach— Half Japanese/white 
seeks sincere GBM for possibilities! 
213-399-3622. (13) 

GBM homebody, 50s, 166, 511", with 
moustache seeks friendship with trim 
sincere person under 5 inches. Any 
race. Non-smoker. No drugs, drags. To 
60. L. A. area. BLK Mailbox 20. (1 3) 

Professional, dominant black top want- 
ed, over 35, by goodlooking, WM, 35, 
bottom, BB, 46" C, 1 T A, 33" W, kinky 
hot butt. Must have a professional ca- 
reer. Call Marc 714-847-9722. (13) 

Handsome, German GWM, 48, 5'7", 
beard, versatile, know what a man 
needs, seeks handsome BM top, 30- 
55±, honest, for good times, realtion- 
ship possible. Photo/phone and/or ad- 
dress. BLK Mailbox #19. (13) 


Attractive fun-lovin’, GBM, 35, seeks 
guys forfriendship, fun and good times. 
No booze or drugs. Honest a must. 
Mick. 213-738-6009. (13) 

Carl from Lomita. Call Alex 81 8-896- 
8890. Gave wrong number. (1 3) 

European photographer, 29, seeks 
massive black body builder over 230lbs. 
to appear in foreign bodybu-lding maga- 
zine. Box 69A27, L.A. 9006 9. (14) 

Handsome, masculine GWM gives 
great head to well-built hung men. Box 
4751 , North Hollywood, CA 9161 7.(14) 

Cute, GWM, 35, 6', 175, professional, 
straight-appearing and acting. I’m out- 
going. Seeks same, any race for friend- 
ship and relationship. Photo and phone 
a must. Box 191328, Sacramento, CA 
95819. (14) 

I eat black ass. Box 86651 , LA 90086. 
Me white. (15) 

BM, handsome, 138 lbs., 5*4**, 36. Afro- 
centric. Movies, dining out, traveling. No 
drugs, alcohol, smoking. Looking for 
Afrocentric-minded friend and more, be- 
tween 30 and 45. Letters with phone 



7733 Santa Monica Blvd. 
West Hollywood, California 90046 

(213) 650-1022 


For your FREE Catalog 
mail to above address 


Name- 


Address. 
City 


.State. 


-Zip- 


Signature I certify that I am over 21. 


SUBSCRIBE TO BLK 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip _ 

□ lyear (12 issues) $18. □ 2 years (24 issues) $30. 

Outside U.S., add $11 per year, payable in U.S. funds only. 

Blk Publishing Company 

Box 83912, Los Angeles, CA 90083-0912 

BLK is mailed in an envelope. 


CHIRON RISING 

is a movement for mature or unique men all 
over the world. If you are excluded from the 
gay mainstream because of age, size, race, 
sexual preference, politics or physical con- 
dition, then come home to us. You don’t 
have to be alone anymore. The ultimate in 
personal ads, fiction, photos, artwork and 
articles on things YOU want to know about. 
Send $9.98 for current issue or S.A.S.E. for 
more information to: CHIRON RISING, Box 
2589, Victorville, CA 92393. 
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GET INTO THE BLK MARKET FREE 


■ Personal ads of 10 words or less are free. More than 10 words, the rate is 
25 cents per additional word. 

■ Employment offered ads may be placed at the rate of 5 cents per word. 
There is no limit to the number of words. 

■ All other ads take the rate of 25 cents per word. 

■ Billing is available on approved credit. Terms: Net 10 EOM. Minimum 
charge $15..Crecf/f must be approved in advance. Application on request. 

■ Mailbox number and forwarding service. You may have the replies to 
your personal or employment offered ad sent to a BLK mailbox for $5 per 
month. Replies are forwarded to you in a plain envelope once a week, for six 
weeks after your ad appears. Mail may not be picked up in person. 

■ Replying to a BLK mailbox. Only letters may be sent to BLK mailboxes. 
They may not be used for the distribution of bulk mail or circulars. To reply, 
address your envelope: 

BLK Mailbox # 

BLK Classifieds 
Box 83912 

Los Angeles, California 90083-0912 

■ Rules and regulations. A word is any group of letters or numbers with a 
space on either side of it. Personal and employment ads may run a maximum 
of 3 times, and then must be renewed. Ads not accepted over the telephone. 
We reserve the right to reject, rewrite or edit ads including those that advertise 
or solicit sexual acts considered unsafe by current AIDS criteria. Telephone 
numbers in ads must be verified prior to publication at a charge of $1 (outside 
California $3). If a number has been previously verified by BLK, attach an ad 
containing the number to your new ad. Advertiser’s complete name, address 
and authorizing signature must accompany ad copy. This information is 
confidential and will not appear in your ad. 

■ Complete and sign the following. This will not appear in your ad. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone ( ) 

■ I am an adult of legal voting age and consent to the placing of my ad in BLK. 

Signed 

■ Print clearly what you want to appear in your ad. Use a separate sheet 
if you need more space. 


■ Deadline: Third Friday of the month prior to publication. 


■ Figure cost of ad: 

words at 25c (1 0 free if personal) $ 

words at 5c (employment only) $ 

Cost to run ad one month $ 

Number of times you want ad to run 

Total cost of ads $ 

Phone verification at $1 (outside CA $3) $ 

BLK Mailbox at $5 per month $ 

One-year subscription at $1 8 $_ 

Total enclosed (do not send cash) $ 


■ Return to: BLK Classifieds, Box 83912, Los Angeles, CA 90083 


number and address to: Namiko, 4289 
Leimert Blvd. #1, Los Angeles, CA 
90008 . (15) 

Older BM needed for submissive WM. 
4322 Central, S.D. 921 05. (15) 

An attractive Middle-Eastern guy, 32, 
5'9", 150 lbs., black hair, brown eyes, 
light-brown skin, trim, masculine, heal- 
thy, intelligent, romantic, candlelit, 
sports, music, down-to-earth, and very 
discreet. Looking for special friendship 
with a black or Latino guy, who is safe, 
sincere, honest, masculine and top. If 
interested, please call at 81 8-242-3636 
after 6 p.m. (13) 

BiBM, 22, 6*2", 1 65, college grad, VGL. 
Interests include communications, 
books, KDAY, Prince and fast cars. 
Seeking educated BiBM orGBM, 20-24, 
smart and sexy, straight act/appearing. 
Different interests OK. Letter (photo 
optional) to David. Peace, y’all. BLK 
Ma ilbox #18. (13) 

Stunning European top, horse hung, 
seeks slender black bottom. 415-824- 
6692. (15) 

GBM, 27, 5'10", 175 lbs., looking for 
GBM for good times. Must be fit and 
honest. Friend or lover. No games 
please. 21 3-461 -5062. (17) 

Lovely professional black TV, 38 bust, 
would like to meet professional black 
men, slim, attractive, 30-50, gay or bi- 
sexual, masculine, well-hung, think for 
dinner and dancing and safe clean fun. 
Call between 6 p.m.-ll p.m. Leave 
message on business machine. Mya 
213-480-0008. , (13) 

GBM, songwriter: G/P seeks GWM in 
music industry for possible relationship. 
1626 N. Wilcox Ave. #200, Hollywood, 
CA 90028. (13) 

GWM, 26, 5'1 0", Br/BI, cute, intelligent, 
creative, into arts/culture/music, meta- 
physics, gym, travel seeks muscular/- 
masculine GBM top, 25-35 with similar 
interests. Photo/phone to: DL, Box 
931 0 34, LA 90093. 03) 

Black top. Cute white ass. Supportive, 
watchful wife. Cum. Box 12432, El Ca- 
jon, CA 92022-2432. (14) 

BM, San Diego, 36, HIV+, trim, T, 
seeks versatile, hairy, Mid-Eastem/WM. 
Romance, affection, growth. BLK Mail- 
box#16, (14) 

GBM, 25, seeks relationship. Send pic- 
ture. Box 1972, Hollywood 90078. (14) 
Goodlooking masculine white guy 
seeks stable, well-endowed black man 
for discreet, safe friendship. You are 
basically straight or bi-, but enjoy a 
goodlooking hung WM servicing your 
thick dick (uncut a +). You are sincere 
and all man. So am I. Age, weight unim- 
portant. Discretion assured. 213-281- 
6998. (14) 

Discreet? Creative? Experimental? 
Married? Professional 6*3”, WM looking 
for a close straight-appearing friend for 
quality times, 25-50. Former 15-year 
friend transferred. Black/Latin/Mideast. 
Write Robert Belton, Box 741360, Los 
Angeles, CA 90004. Indicate how to 
contactyou. Time/phone, etc. (14) 


Black male seeks black or Hispanic into 
1-on-1 relationship. I’m 6’3", 215, 30 
years old, masculine and endowed. You 
are sexually open and no hang-ups and 
seriously want to belong to a man. If this 
is you, 25-40, black or Hispanic, mous- 
tache, over 6 feet tall, masculine, en- 
dowed, attractive and really want itseri- 
ously, call 213-758-0182. D.C. (14) 

Tall hunky blond bottom seeks thin 
young stud. Don 21 3-281 -61 38. (15) 

GWM, 50, 5'IT, 155, shaved, FA/GP 
seeks GBM for a committed relation- 
ship. Box 952, Simi, CA 93062. (1 5) 

(HIV+) healthy, in-shape, hairy, W/M, 
36, 5'9”, wants to meet masculine, ath- 
letic, black mate, 35+. Ron 21 3-665- 
13 04 (answering machine). (14) 

GWM, 6T, hung, 170, dom.,53, bald- 
ing, workout. Occupant, Box 4823, 
North Hollywood, CA 91 61 7. (1 4) 

Prof. WM, 50, wishes to marry Gr/P. 
213-273-7335. (14) 

Blow-jobfor in-shape black by attractive 
WM, 35. 41 5-338-1 189. (13) 

VGDL, GBM, 24, 5’9", 160 passionate, 
intelligent, successful, independent, 
seeks sexy, commitment-oriented, Latin 
man. Must be a non-smoker. 21 3-851 - 
5036. (13) 

Attractive GBM, 33, 5T0", 160, top, in- 
terested in meeting other GBM only to 
age 35 who have muscular or well-de- 
fined bodies, serious-minded, fun-loving 
and bottom, for good times and secret 
rendezvous. Please respond with pic- 
ture or phone to BLK Mailbox #14. 
(13) 

Very big, muscular, defined guys sought 
by good-looking GWM, 6', 175, mous- 
tache, hairy chested, 42, niceguy, easy- 
going, new to area, for friendship and 
safe, discreet, mutually satisfying meet- 
mgs. 213-913-0259 until 10 p.m. (13) 

MWM seeks educated, financially inde- 
pendent BM with 9" or more for man-to- 
man action. 81 8-780-1 778. (13) 

Bi/BM seeks bik top, well-hung. G/P & 
A/P (me) Box 518, 1770 N. Highland 
Ave., LA, CA 90028. (13) 

Hot WM, 39, blond/blue, tan, mous- 
tache, wants to meet attractive BM, in- 
telligent, sense of humor. Ph/ph to: Box 
81 07, Glendale, CA 91 224. (14) 

Are you one in a million? If you are: 
GBM, BB, non-smoker, non-drinker, 
non-drug user, honest, work for a living, 
romantic, also interested in the arts, and 
sincerely looking for a 1-1 relationship, 
you are one in a million. This attractive 
Utah GWM, 5’8 H , 140, 45 years young 
professional would love to meet/corres- 
pond with you. Call collect: Alan, 801- 
364-2523. (14) 

GWM, 39, masculine. Oral/older GBM. 
Mike. Box 1781 94, S.D. 921 17. (13) 

Commitment: Black male, 38, G/P 
seeks sincere top man, 40-55, with old- 
fashioned values. Like 1 -to-1 , homelife 
and nature. Any race. Mel 213-656- 
0258, ext. 22 (answering service) 
( 21 ) 
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[the Body Black Calendar 1990 

T Mail to: 

|the Body Black 

I P 0 Box 42628 □ Please send me more information 

! Los Angeles, CA 90050 on y° urallmale ' allblack vide ° s - 

1(213) 461-0772 (must*, over* yeersotage, 


Name: 
Address: . 


ITEM 

QUANTITY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

1990 CALENDAR 


$10 


1989 CALENDAR 

(Depending on Availability) 


$5 


CA. Residents add 6Vz% Tax 
($10. = .65 Tax $5. = .33 Tax) 


Postage and Handling 

Domestic: 1st = $3/ea. add. $1.50 

Outside U.S.: 1st = $6 / ea. add. $3.00 


(U.S. Dollars Only Please) 

TOTAL 



_Zip_ 


Telephone ( 


) ■ 


□ CHECK (held 3 weeks) 

□ VISA 

Expiration date 


RUSH ORDER - BY PHONE 
CALL (213) 461-0772 

J the BODY BLACK is a registered trademark. 


□ MONEY ORDER 

□ MASTERCARD 

CREDIT CARO NUMBER: 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□! 

Signature | 

(Authorized signature of above credit card) 


or 

available 
at your 

local 

bookstore 







